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: v:lth wa“t,cr 'Dumf;ca'& on’ vnits and “pergonnel tor effectively” operat
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EGAGBF—GG R | 31 Jamuary 1969
SUBJECT: Opera’m.onal Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction)
For Period: Ending 31 Jentary 1069, ROS CSFOR-G5(RL): ~ -

1, SECTION 1, OPERATIONS: Significant Actlvntles . ”fﬁ'!.gzﬁfiftjﬂf

. &. Organization: The organizational s"chture of the 58%th _fnglreer
Battaliom (GonS‘b) durlng the re’oort perlod is found at 1nclosure 1.

Gom;and and S'{)c ff Chane:e

(1) The Battallon s four unlts"”athe battalion:changed:
co;_rland duri ng bhlS '_r_‘eoortlng pemod 0113 November: 1968 LT Roger D
Langford assuied” command of -Héedguartérs cofipany £rom 11T, Bruce Re oo
Fernandez. LTC AL 8% Rosin’ assmed cormand,on 15 Novenber, of ihe o
Battalion from LG AlBért G Costanzo,’ who Was of enmergéency lea%rc, o pept
Ca ptain Thomas 0'Dea assumed command of D Company on 21 December, On 7 |
Janusry 1%9 1fLT,mthouy Ci Yued JrJ todbk over ‘cortand:of -the §lek i
Engineer Plateon {Asp) Trom 11T - Steven Schilsbn,>who:moved: to construc’cm&
officer of B Go.apan'y. The ‘copmand- 6f whe 513thrEngiheer. Company . (Dunp o
Truck) was pagsed from TLT David M. Swope td Captain.Forrest P. Hanson | {é e
On 28 da.(l\la""’y 1—069' ‘ s - ; g R T o PR ‘ . v

1#—«

(2) LT Kennoth F, Iwope S was assigned a‘s?:;a;:ﬁt&lio‘n‘ gdjubant
on 4 Wovembetr, 1LT Howard M, Bagd was assmgnﬁd CPQlon 20 Ifov‘embm o
1968, On 22 November ‘1068 Captain Forrest P, Harson ves assigned: a
aseistant S=3. 11T Brucé R Ferandez ‘ageuned tho dubies as S=4. offlcer,
of the battallon on 1 Decew er 1d'8 n 42 Decenber Captain Thomas
*OI‘ }‘hgor Aghley's depariure.. On 21
: assued 'Lhe dutles of ba‘bf;allon S—»

o _Co*ﬁpanvﬁﬁﬂj 3 i

i } ”he wti1185es sec’sl 1 of SEHC A engaged i constmctlon :
Throughout the reporting pericd. This censtruction significantly 1mnrove<i
the 3.:.vﬁ.ng conditiong of th 58%h Engr Bn arca. The construetion
pro; eclts ccnsls'bea “of b;lle;t A provanen‘c latring and shower- reD.L:Lx's ,
SPAIT ,‘bhe "cmutruct:z.on o;ﬁ‘ pro’cectzve bunkers thx'ougheut N

(2) J.hls EBGC%F}QQ;_EW s;also supphed Gharllo md Delta car o2

1Az wp water pointsiab’ each. com a'_ny :
"t:.es reumred to orommc purified.

. ‘{‘
£ . b @ ol
Lon. dm*ing 'she 1n s’c 1

thc HHO ares omd . |
eber, Cons br‘uct;ng

l
i
i

to ‘o*ulo. two nan flghmng emalo cememts along the.._ foicx

FOR“@%?%@EM;ﬁSE OWLY ¢

o
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EGACBF-CO T SR ' 31 Jamuary 1969 .
SUBJECT': Oberatlopal Reoort of 589th. Engineer: Battalion (Construction)
For Period Lﬁ&lng 31 Jamary. 1969, RCS CSFOQ~65(R1)

. begon during the last week of uhe rebortlng perlod to build revetﬁents
Ty c.I'OUIld L«ll bluGLS. : 21 M T -

1) The prlﬂary 118”10& of Co A durlng tﬁo renortlrg perloa ‘
was to support the line companies with specialized. ent and malntenﬂnce.
The Equipment Platoon supported the S-4 section mth 1’rs %10 ton
tractor~trailers -and: three 5 ‘bor ractor—trallcrs throughout the reportlng
per od. Thelr brlnary % ;

v b oo~ rano et

=

(2) @n»71 kovenber 1968gnh-q©uarry Sectlon recelvod_
'Jaw Toek- Crafher whicl o three Roll Grusbers, one SOrubb
-~ and Vasher and- one“uand.Dcnyarat'
¢rusher reglaced fhe existing:75) as -
in Don Duong, RVIi(location of Co'D) to suoport D&Vlﬁg O“@Tﬁtlons. Y
AD ton crane with shovel front was picked up on 12 Jenuary 1969 to
supplenent thie: existing: 40+ tonh_J efw/o .ghovel. £ t)aurd to uLOPOTt
the 225 TFH ‘lésding @poratloﬂ. ‘ )
Began crushing base course-om.
‘stockrwled fo; future use: onvC

¥

erusher hoppbr. Derno the pbrxz;
2% (=) base doursesmere produce RH@?Q&2§4?QQ¥*$

y ' (3) "Thecor & s
work orders e 61/.dur1ag ohef”hree o :
: per day were received on engineer oqalwnent and t e ve“t wore O”dL
! items. The maintenance platoon reeceived a total of 345 work orders’ Tron
g 1 Novenbortﬁnd hagreoubletedsaction on:all.but. 35 to.dgote, Within.a ...

f relutlvcly short per 3 of Bl (V'A~g ;h;ﬁ.’ ). “+otﬂ1 of 27 emglneer

fffff

inposed ugon ‘the equiphenti, From 4. N
Redball 02 orlorlty requests were rccelved by Lh
supply Section, Of tHese,t 88 led and -33 camcolﬂed
saric periody’ 1087 recu151tran,,‘

fﬂlled, and 7 werée cancelleds

FOR. OFF IC I L: USE *f:P*-%@‘T%L? ;
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EG;C‘BF—CD ‘:L‘;f T - ;»:‘:, . ’2'( Ta o 1(;‘69
. SUBJECT: ‘Dpers monal Re:)ort of 56%11 Engineer Batitnlion: {Con struc r.a. or)
For Period Endinmg 31 Jafimary 1969, RCS. CSFOR65 (R1) x

have been- suppl sbnting “A“ Copany - wlth”ﬁ on tractor-trailers- and 5 ton
- dunp trucks, and ps:c‘fommg ”mlﬁteﬁance on: the asph 1t plan’c whlch wlll
be reqmred in the near fu‘bure. & S AR .

‘ Eﬂ_el iy a‘c”slvﬁy OH: ‘Ghe n:vfht of. 2& anu%ry 1969 resul‘ee&
in hg’n’s d% ﬁge T five pleces 0 qmpmemh. i0ne r@um of - 601\1_1 nortar
arranition lanée&' ) ke conpe

1y dane, ged ong shop”
welding madhise and two 2% ¢
frﬁgwentwﬁloﬁ holes 1% body éheét~
: fze?& dlrec’t,ly b‘,hlnd ‘bhe

“."ractcr, onedtralle* nounted
85 :A)1Tdnmnge: consisted-of .

Llotor nool and ong fell
=~«-1\IQ -casuglties:

“’ﬂonths'B CoLpany, 58Gth Engineer |

*TMmepmﬁmﬂsmmhﬁ”

écbfg

mllo gtye

(2). The upgroding o;E‘ OL-“H has been hlmored to' SOTE. €3 ber‘c by |
: 7 pefsoﬁnal. For em.mpl‘ 1o :

ler and’ shoeﬂsfcot‘rolier WEre i 4&;”'0ﬁe tlme.
EYﬂLTlGQGeﬁ‘pGTSOﬂPBI in the MOS's of 51H40 and 6?N40 wore searee, and '
' Jox: HET e rs‘b twd Lwnths of !

nststed or mden._ng, fllllﬂg:wdi-é -
ress of”growﬁh}along the.sides: of -

i ; pZ'LﬂI‘l}_yuCoﬂcéﬂhe Vot widening g
‘ ‘up to grade. One section ims partleula’, coord B):?} '
widéned Mparcxmaﬁely & moteres, Thie wag an ares of extrwely ‘soft mat-
 erial which required large amoints of blast rock and r:mror run rock for
) stmblllzutlon.

i

| . FOR OFFIGCTAL:USE ONLY
I HETRE

IR | _
§1

ool and- llg5t~t

g L .
’ﬁeu&}. ‘tirés, andryindshieddsy Five i

' Repubikic: of s Vietnai! was: 1nvo7ved in 4.

*«(4} e ‘snjor dckivities of the 5istiEngineer Platoon (isphalt) .

= g
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£ BGAGBF-GO 00 et i 31 January 1969

SUBJECT: Opcrablor\al E.eport of 5 9th: Engineer Battalion. (Gonstructl n\)'
For Period Fuding 31 Jonuary 1969, RGS: GSFOH-—65 (®1).

'orr of *bhe ¢1rs*t platoon é!mmg the remrtmg oerloc‘ Gongiste
-ohjof: culverts, carstructlon of headwnlls,q;; S
in idges The .

second plutoon, whlle assembllng corrag?tc& steel cul_ert 36“ and lurger,

found itzgifficult to join the sections bemuse of distortion fro‘.l -

por’olng. This problen was solved.by wra: vping ‘& chailn & .{,,r@md m
d then, Usibg o . binder, pulled:whhe. sectionss Logethetr meki

smlla%w onof: ‘the Jobltay o Theréperation: WS i’urther soceded by cla

i the sectl ons together with vicengripsy:

i be moved to‘another. seetions »The road: fw*s gradefl fron coord ’735844 ’GO

i coord ’72”’”5 O‘q brldge ﬁL-'l‘l

The onerat

(zﬁ,) 'I‘he coupanv havlea and graded 660 o yas of fﬂ_'L :m W:Lderr- )
ing the shoulders of Highway 408 from coord BN 841831 to BN 842833, Fif-
.ty cu yds of f£11l were used on the road surface, whlch WS thon topped :
~with 180 cu yds of ‘base course.

¥

i

' MAGY Acl‘v:.sor Facll%—-

. (5) Co“lpany B also. worked. on the: upgradlng
"blF’S located at- Thy Quy Sub=Sec
PLilding ofénradninistration bu
“bover; breezeway, generator :she
£i ted with hasonite walls, plywood: :
' anlo , electric wiring and: hghts 5 plp‘::bing s
The = co8 hall was provided with: roor: partitions, _vents g coanters 9.
(1) ﬂvm-conaltloner. The BOQ:&B.&Q recewved 'bwo air cor\dl‘tloners. )

(6 o_ntomg-t

for w; ---/+ z‘d

 and perf orming Englneer tasks at VIAGV Corﬂpound‘ Song Mao : Rz o
Road na:m’aenance cons:.s’oed wan.nly of reshaplrg the shoulders where poSs:.'ble PR

i i i anpens <

e bbb
2
i

3
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Co C, 589’5}1 Engr Bu (Gonsﬁ) YnE en

!

e 31 Janwary 1969 1.
ng:.n' * Battalion: {Constructs .n“)

EGACBF-CO ,° |
', "ROS CSFOR-65(R1) = -

SUBJECT:

epnr, of an irri e
eé when “the pra; ec'b was halted

g@ge&-ln!the'upgraclﬁg of QL—?? frem
coord:mates BN- 619957 to BN 599992, providing continuocus maintenatee of 1
Route QI~11 fron coordinates BN 619957 bo BP 453084 (32 kilometers of .
roadwqy), cotplet#®n of their bage canp, and sugport to 5/27th Artillery |
unit in so;astruc‘cion of 2 base canp‘area for two 155 m howitzers and, their

with the follow:mg oY

n BHis reportifg pe d: 2
prefab bvifi,dl:; ot

hed (25 'x56

oty % e acre exben: sion
_flgh'hlng/pr’o tective
‘ven ‘an = Qdc*zltlonél v

ng (R01x307)

ts W ré bacldlned, tau.ped
and’ downstrean sgldes.” Also 1
' ‘), a reinforced con= . |

completed :
’ ez'o'c;s curves on QL-‘H.

crete box

2 5 e Tepo:
were engiged in a”continusl prefébbj,ng
will be started in the- mtnre. :

FOR: G‘FFI
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. EGACBF~CO, 31 Jamuary 1969

SUBJECT:

R R

.L ‘L,

‘a rone t)lov il on the earm_v Hoving. platoon,-a, ¢ gt eTT
£ around the enbire area and 1@& ﬁeters,outslde the erﬁ was cleqred.

platoon ﬂcnsbfucted two Firing' pads for 155 mm hOWﬂtzers, two guard tOWers,
?Pd Y plaseﬂtly constructing the Command Bunker (207x40%), Amrio Bunker S
IOt T

. Shower . and, one, mess hall (Sea. Hut_zo!x§0f)

1. et

(*) VThe bulk of the work Vias “centered oh road-ﬁ?,iﬁté%lancé “of 0L
fro*~ Dalat %o a point 74 niles east of Don Duong and &11 of QI-214 frod’
Don Duon _,“to‘ L-ZOW " The bu.lk of ;the lwork was recondltlomng_ the‘ gad

b‘us’mon was pej:'forr’\ed 'a; Prlline
v roads were build, = total length thehz mlles.

o e

inn
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© EGACBF~GQ .
SUBJECT; - Operatlonal v :
: ~ For Pericd nalng 37 January 1969, RGS GSFOB»éﬁ(Rl)

(A) Two progects are now unﬁer consnructlon 1n.Dalat at Can“Iy "
Airfields One. :_nvolves I‘epall‘lﬂg an area .at_the encm‘ of the runway whlch was
sloughing.avay. g s :
excavated and ref:.lled mth&new _aterlaj_ and’ conpac‘tel o
volved building 4 POL tanks (3—500bb1 1—3000bbl), a’ Jlsuributlon llne nmd”*‘

far on the second 30b .

| (5) -late in the perlod, the upgrade directive for QL—‘I'! south w2

; obtained., Work done during the period involved“three-srall ‘realignments for
i a total of 0,7 k. 7Two culverys were started in areau ,w_here 1%, 1s _p‘oss:Lble
| to s’oralgh’sen the 10 by & 1 by

I

t:Lal ‘Tise’ in deadllne 1N ’ohe“‘-bega.nn:.ng ot
of - or&nance ASL (Authorlzed Stockage Illst)

the ass:Lgned streng‘b '
Personnel assigned with ‘rhe MOS

R ——
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F‘GAGBF-CO ,,,,, 31 Jamuary 1969:_."‘1
SUBJECTS Operational Report f 58%11 Enermeer Ba"ttahgn (Constructlo‘

: For Perlod Enc ng. 31, 55(5’.1)

ing pemod and’ 28 nen received f’iald grace Art::cle 15’5.‘ '

l..v'i"'In'be gence and Se ‘bz -

Tocated approxmately t5.ile,
West. »

£ £tom truck'belonglng
on QI-1 on 26 Novenber, was ambushed: afnd _vestroye_;. ¥ :
Claymore mine near the Salt Flats ares, w -3 loss of v‘.oneﬁ 0 f‘ic T mnd
one EM and ome EM wounded. After evading yat-th ; "‘“bhé "inci-
SR80 VB S.agadn fired, Bwpon, but, was fmnally pa.‘eﬁed up by
aor .

.

rounds in support of 'the con_oy, ho SVer -

m...z‘a‘i%,ltl s

FOROF FIGI‘AI;“USE oﬁx.x

}‘;._

9

[Ny
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"on 3 Deceuoer, discovered a 2% ton’ vehlclé,

.fire. RF ecur:ﬁy fbrées pre ent at %ﬁe tzme ret'“'

_‘struckrby a B~L0 rock %t

~

LRSI S 2T g ” ¥

7 Fowm- OFFIciAL'UsE O’NLY

31 Japuary 1969.”
- (Construction)

SUBIEGT: GieFabionaT Hendrt of SEFMN Brstser BattaTion
~ For Peridd’ Eﬁdlﬁg 31" J nuary'1969, RC$ CSFO L7

'l ané 8@0 hours,""

- 0/5894h bukning -

The truck was car yiﬁg propé ¢ banks for the
; 5t Tocition from PHa¥ Rang, when

s - ﬁa~expiode,

(e) Reglonal Force?"' 3

nesr bV1dge 9 on hlghway QI»11.:

. én E‘i\{g ':..3 o Y b B

(g) While working on.QI~11 between bridges 16 and 17‘ elements
of ﬂ/589thh 4%.1515 hours on. 13,Decenber, received;5-10 rounds of suallfarms

; yjsullen ‘and withdrawn,”and ‘theré wusﬁ]‘“f
“whomes: MACV Qon Duong, ware notified

The' people appeared ¢ :
‘evidgnce of barricading around.

fcam?anyhsiza Viet Cong;uniQﬁ t
MACY indicated that Vist Cong
a Vietnanese securlty officia

{5 } A2k %on \rehicle belongmg to a MAcv'umt £ ‘Dalativas

‘ ' . FOR OF E_I s-- 3 zx-az%—-fg-s 46N L b

Yl
X

10

-
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v - ;f - FOR OFFICIAL USE, ONLY A o
RN CBF—CG e 1“';' - 31 January 1969 ©
‘ -SUBJECT. .

Operational Report ofi589th-Eng1neer»Battalion (Constructlo‘

"‘c

L (n)AVle‘b
way brlﬁge;on highway 40

; . of. 28;December.,:0ne piéf a5
f decking and rail wes 4estroyed
: motorcycle—tyne vehlcles.
|
. ; . 29 Becenber. |
% resultsy . or ey
|
K
|
|
|
|
: ~ their night éefen51ve p031tlon one mile south of Do Duong‘on 15" Yanuaty,
with no.casualties, . ro
o o (§TﬁAdﬁgrd{é erien 589;
g : the cCﬁpany‘perlneter When flares were set off dur,ng‘the nzgh;‘of’15 January.
3 They receive- five.roun £ 81 s..fire s sualtles. Flre Wa.
P
| Januarj.
FOR OFFICLAQBSE ONLX
-
B ‘
| ‘
o
o
| &
| &
K
P
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S

0210 ‘howrs-26 January 1969, ..

el as HIOSE For the. 5lst: Asp : ‘&'

': of ‘che fol? owm;r.

" ,wox*k P rtles oper tlong irtra .
~'t.he englueers. :ms:,ﬁ dewacnd solaly‘,

e ptae

FO‘R DFFIGIAL USE o mr

EGACBF—CO ISR 3‘1 J'anuary }.969‘.”._

SUBJECTs :»Opera‘bional Report of 589th Eng:aneer Battallon (Gonstruc%ion,
For Period Ending . 31 Jazmary 1969, 'RGS CSFOR~65 (Rl} X

Yy O

(x) A charge’ placed in an 18" .culvert at BP 469099 durlng‘ 'th,e
nlgbt of 25 January damaged 30! of the cuivert whzch was repaired the, 5110w
ing day.- N :

e (y} Phari-Rarig: Air B at
ed in the A4/589th motor pool céﬁsa.ng sl:.ght daznage to equa.pment;

- {3} ' In-sunmaryy there. was-a :perceptible rincrease in enemy actlv:uty
during the reportmg period, as conpared to the previous pericd, Ambushes ¥
along i 106tS which resnlted in-significant;losses resulted from failures 4o
abide’ By - ostabllshed vehicle novenent progedures,. . Whlle the leyel. of re ey
activity” mth:m $he pattalion arearof: :eesponmbility remaing relatively ,
low and: 'noeoneeritrated bulldup ofyhis forees is.presently 1ndicateﬁ, ne

83111 rething the ability - toccondnet-standoff attecks, arbushes and demolrhlon .
ineidents almost at will., The destruction of the bridge at Thap Chati rosulted
- in' &’ éurtai Ment ‘of ‘battalion: Bupport to a-eivie action, project, in. i‘.hd:l arsa,

peraﬁion,

bu‘b no- éthcr actzon wasl o significant a8 to cur'b i englneerln

e

~m., 'Logzs’clcs. FT

{1} The Al ac’b:.vm’o:.eb ofv the S-»A sectlon ciurmg *bbe past *i:hree

: _.iOﬂthS has involved implementation of +the new semég (M)TO@ and tranqurtau
. tion of materials and eqm.pme’fb in addlt::.on to rcutme supnort of e 7
. B ’t:‘e,almﬂ Lobist blca l“y. 1 \ ,.h;f‘“»._-;-, i .

T

(Euzrg) Truck) ,. Compsriso (6f B0
units and ismedidtely proteduvy
cancel reculslmons f‘o p ;-'l‘cw

'-i‘-' RS

(a) 1260 'sf;acL ine 'G@-Autizoriﬁe& - O' “Rpﬁuifcd,_~ 58, Sl‘x |
six ot eceh line company, six.for:the equipment mainbenance. COHPany, .
anduour i’@r bhe Headquar‘;ers mnd;headquﬂ“’cers Qo*ipany. _The Ivféo machmo

%,

cnvironnen@. l‘ﬂorc of‘r,en tnat not, i ,‘
n the:.r org*mzc m«nnéwer ad equips; .
tide - Response- to guumllw ’cacucs‘
mus‘o be swzi‘t and u@resswe AL s 1s te pe effeetive in preserve ‘clcn 0%

1lif'e and! ﬁcromplzsbﬁent -of ~the : :r__ch rust travel in ) -
enemy territory due to Tzission, migdstra t:.ve rcamrﬁanents

FOR OFF"ICI‘”AL USE ONLY
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ﬂ.ach ccmp
battallo .

loqe their neaning and intent when relays. Thws
nesgages, are stralngh _uenea ou‘o _nd the requlred g

.- The b«__’ttc,llon YD acts in the CO's abscnce. He ‘shoul sve & dike com'm
Zeati on capablhty (AN /VRC-26 m;ly). o , I‘

‘ uOual Of

r platoon. ssergeants-

: :bacausa off _CLSpeI‘Sl.J du@

1 uhe co,_uany, whlch is often
dreas ssinulfensously s s ot s

being c,,CCCIIIpllShUd m, ﬁlﬁere Y

(c) “Generutor‘ ‘%iOkw ferfuthorized =~ 25 - Beduived
quarry, 3 ea Bn base camp of 3 units, 2 ea Lo the two 1solated
co*ﬂpum.cs), o - | ,

aII‘le‘l'fteﬂ J.oc Hion must provide:| - -
- s, mess hell, -

lzw gener“tor (

neritors vhle Cieidle result An-mores .
overuil '*enera’cor requlrernen*c Pou By ..

| 13

e &

'..by) Golocated oo azliesv
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EGACER~CO_ * . 31 January 1969 -
SUBJECT:" ‘Operat

FOR OFFICIAL USE GNLY

onal Report of 589th. Afglneer Bettalibn' (Constructlonpﬁ“iﬁ
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e (4) Rotutlcn o? tralned pupply tSCﬁﬂlclunS posed serdious: prﬁblems.
Re~1ucemo pfldputs had Iittie or'no F-owledge 'of the commodities procbd—"g
ures; cr adﬂlﬂlerathO respcn31b111t_ J Presently two supply- sergée b
are “551gned wi hln the Tattalicn, Init ‘supply ‘personnel «are 0h~theu3ob
trainces. recélV1ng llttle wuperv131on exeapt for 060951cnal visites: frum
the, B 'btallr*n. One trained awpply sergeanu Vg & result of enemy
ac"c:.on and one r*edz_co.lly e‘mcuated due bo 'z veh"éle aCCldel’lt Glerlcal

parsormel ‘are, 1imited and have no e:gper::.ence in tha “technical field,

. They require 60-90 duys "ccelcrated cn-the~job ’oralmnc' for: :mdoctrinamon

of operatlons, ‘sccounting and issue profedures-and- PPoces ssing materdsll for
technical inspections and turn-ins. The—dsek-of frained Fupoly handlers,
who are familiar with loading, unlocding and stordge.and who possess ..}
knewledge of PTOpET equlnmentdtc be used in the cperation are non-eyls’aWﬁ.
A lng were neeéed 4o ifigure provécticn.of o
: '“”“@roper*handllng and shlpmentn

(5) B contlnulng problem.has been dhe recelpt cf svpmlles ol
’maﬁerlal wzt}uﬁ eetabllshed t:me fz'ares. The tl*'le frhl are’ set basec

rhn.ch have 'beén pz'operly : eiq ;
; Ty control cenﬂser(IuG) I‘Cl@aﬁl”lg uhe =

'>?1tem: follcw~up to the' depot Yrould wéshlt inm " ItemrConnet. bef Located, |

oF

- 4o, he~he:t‘ pric

Resutrit Your Requirements", ICC wounld sometimes cancel anvitem andftﬁb
follow~up identifier would indicate that a letter of explanation vas

‘fOTﬁﬂccﬁlbg.'hhen no Tetter arvived wilitinh ben deyy, theldibem wonld. be.

re-requisiticned and would wet $ubsequently be cancelled, This oocurred
frequently, It took epproximately 30 days to ‘ohtoih andteno f*equ;pment
whlch.wgs Teles sednby IGG and\physac 1ly 1ocuted 1n +hc supbly d@UOt.N

;

“tetion’ ‘supgort h
xqrecusted(p

tct*‘cks mnc'i ra'

a llml ted - ve;selfx 'Hué, ﬁhe bﬂtﬁallg s
ﬂanlc eou1nmentv307“ %ranSpGrthtlon m&ss10n

e quired ]
which has creat
nroblems 1&2?‘

Roots" wview or the log:.silcalf.‘ plcture- to present fuets and ci’oc 1nsta
which.right prov:t.de clueg jt,o ootting flaws in the system. No TOE can be
wrlﬁtenato satlsfy all requlr ts generated by changing conditions. |
The, nonadlc nature of ‘the eng neers, specmf - nission, Losation,: enen TRy s

all’ a9 ‘Imsh' nt-of the ﬁlSSlon. The'“

fot the rightxgcb.
: ; prrnde rork . of. a
sophlstlcatz.on and m’ture not envisagec’ by the LGE," and the system 1slnot
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A notlceable increrse: @f ener>uct1v1ty w1th1n tbe Battallon qree 01
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SUBJEGT::: Oper ;ﬁlonwl Report of 589th Engineer Battalicn (Ccﬁstr‘uctlon‘
' For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR—éS(Rl) kf

rsspon51vafenough te: catlsfy a»valvdﬁaemand for non—TOE 1teﬁ in the time s
freme requireda: Al field comman r'should_oe allowed Yo compare his TOE' '
agginst his missiop, order: thaf. non-;OE equlpment vita 1{t, expedltlous

job accompllshmert and: expect the, equlpment to a*rlve within a reasonable“‘
time frape thereafier, This. w‘uld enta41 bulldlng a theuter float ‘of "
cerbain: gelected itens of. tcnls and equlpment and 1ncreﬂsed quantltles Vof
"expegted: expanded. use" 1tem,41 ., radios, weapons, etc. More' mplntenance
people and . greater repair: parts. woula also be. requlred ‘The equ;pﬁent 3
would b returned to float as oon as. the Job‘wos completed or when the
xaccu181t10n cease 1o @Xlsﬁ f“ﬂ%fi i

c

O eratlons und Tralnln;

A'ﬂ »
N

E
I

PR e .
£

TespCﬂSlblllty'W“S expevlence& during the report perlod Thls cﬂused qnf””
increase in our security force with a corresponding decrease in manhour
capability. Capability was further decreesed. by having tc leave the gob‘
site earfier for security.reasons and ge tting to, the: site later due to
road clearing. operationss; Bunkers were relnforcod, additic
placed"revetmenbs stre enied . and perlreter llghtlng qu
Effort was ‘expended: il
steel stringer; reéing
the period:ahds éperati
and'verticaleOrk’ '

b4

nal sxndbags;;'t
1ncreased.\‘ '

t
LY
&
1 7onﬁa1

A

station is colocated at Phan Rang Lir 1 '
o B..In Junu fy, fthe ﬂteCul sectlon as;

(1) The b tuallon P
Fofce Base w1th§HhC,?Co & an

ity hiéh had préﬁ 'usly bcen_coe vtéﬂ in
cal: Compuny (Cle rlng) wnL fe

Gem . Rc.‘nh'Bny.
howéver:,..for

;mtzesf;nd eadlpﬁcnt the med1ca1 sectlon D
the batthllon wit 2 much gigher level of primary inedical SUﬁport “than
woulﬁﬁhﬂvo bee -“%lleG w1th.the authonlzed TO&E Other unlts ln the

dlsewses, qnu‘. ;q
“tlon 1rs“ectlcns cf ness halls,_v”

a ronghly“ba57s.
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.. (3). The =id station treated an gversge of five Vietnamese nationals
per-day. These people were locally employed by the battallon or ddjacent-
wnits. Except for the month of January, an average of £ifty Vietnamese::
were treated per week through MEDCAP programé in conjumetion with MAGV- -
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- this battelion have required full ubilization of bobbail equirment, This

- egquipment be provided to construction engineer battalions. ;

o . FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY BT
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SUBJECT:, -Operational Report of 58Gth Bhgineer Batﬁal;gn‘(Const:ucﬁioh}jg,:3 '

* For Period Ending 371 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) - =

2."Section.ZfQLéSSthLLédrnedE.f’dmmaﬁdgg?égOBéerv%£i§ﬁ§i‘Evaiﬁ@tiéns,andu: )

@ -,

Recommendations, . .

2., Personnel

T1) Shortage of Construction Supervisors.

(a) ~ Observation: There exists an 2cute shortage of qualified
construction supervisors (MOS 51H4O) in the battalion. ' :

{(b) Evaluation: The battalion is authorized 32 construction
supervisors. Iwelve are currently assigned. This shortage necessitated the
use of specialists and other persomnel lacking the training and the exper-
ience required to perform effective supervision, This required an increased
effort on the part of the available supervisors to monitor more than one |
project. In addition, the trend of the hattalion projects is toward smell
projects at isolated locations, hence, more qualified supervisors are re-
quired to monitor these projects.on & daily basis to consistently producq
guality worlk, : ‘

. [

(c) Recommendation: Command emphasis should be placed on !
the acquisition of trained construction supervisory personnel or present
resources should be redistributed to ease localized shortages and preclude ;
rotational humps. - | e * . |

b. Operastions .

: - ¢
'

{1) Compsction Equipment
- | - L . ..

{a) Observation; Economical and efficient, £ill compaction |

was greatly hampered by nonavailebility of prime movers. :

(b) Evaluntion: Towed compaction equipment. is adequate !
witen prime movers arc aveillable, thowever, heavy transportation demsnds on,

Jeaves little flexibility for -immediate replacement of deadlined prime
movers for compaction equipment. ?

i

!

(c) Recommenditioné"That more self propelled compaction

I

¢, Training o

e

a0 (1) Jaek of Proper Fmphasis on First znd Second Echélon Repair

of Dicsel Fuel Systems. . -~ 7 Cm C
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(5 Ghoomvationt. WaTiions of doliare.dve spent by the goverra . -
ment to.provide the:Airmy with the;b gipment in the world but not Bnough .~
time is. spent in the classroom onipréper maintenance of the Diesel fuel sys~ .~
HemS, o Lo ¢ SRR ¥ AP S iy e e, Ry

.

, (b) FEvaluation: -Maamy;operators end mecheniés do nol know how
to trouble shoot dlesel systems, wnat the proger cledning agonts to be'used
are, and how to service -alr intake,-electrical,-ond lubrlcotion systems,
Many new engines are: being deadlined. after four bo §ix weeks of operntion

Jecause of inandegtate training.

2oy Recomendation: . That proper steps b taken~to ingure thgt

operators md-mechanice are tought trouble shooting tecimiques; zpdthed9§5 L
and dqn’té“ef-caringgfbr~&iesel systems. .. : et . o

¥ R

o on
(L

o »x " L : , ‘, RN g r. J i
r ds Intélligences. .« None - PR
e. Loglstics R, «

- (1) Bumper Height on the-MIZ341C 10 Lon tre 50T -

(a) Cbservation:- Theituuper heightontthis. tractor. is, such,
that it is conducive to the bending of tow bars and tends to cause and re—
ceive greater d-mage when involved in collisions. IS et

| (b) Evaluation: In comparison with the 5 ton tractor, the 10
ton 4g 10" higher in all Yegpects, Since both bumpers are only 10" wide,! -
in a head~on impact the bumpérs would not make contact with each other. The
5 ton bumper wonld first make contncbisrith that area above the 5 ton bumper .
This couses damages which should. be'préventable through the use of an adequate
bumper. In one instance $70007damage,was done to a 10 ton which might have™ -
Peon as low as a few hundred dOllf‘a;rS s.’had the 10 ton bumper been. the. Piret ™
ares to make contact, Again, inicomparison to the 5 %on bractor, the towing
_eye is located 10" higher on the 10 ton than the 5 ton, This does not allow .
“for the tow bars of a wrecker to tow a 10 ton freely on any terrain other
fhan T1lat terrain, The bars moke contact with the bumper and are bent or
they damnge the eyes. OSeveral sets of tow bars have been permanently demaged
. due to towing a 10 ton tractor over unpaved roads. %

; ;  (¢) Recommendation; In the first case, the bumper of the 10

! _ ton tractor should be made to coineide with that of other Army motor vehlcles.
i © This ean be done by applying an MO o the existing bumper. The MAO would con=
i - siet of 2 second bumper positioned beneath the nresent one and atbached to

i | the original bumper. Also needed i&'cross bracing bto the frame to secure the

. second bumper in place and allow this bunper: 4o absorb the impact and transmit
TUFOR COFPICIAL USE ONLY

18

SHPUSHIP RIS ———

[ SV



-aReproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of ﬂq_e National Archives-

R 4

N

iy

.above defec‘bs and 1° ue MNO'S to correct deflclenc:l.e& "

=y ' - .
& FOR OFFICTA L USE O NLY S
EGACBF=CO .. . 31 January 1969 -

SUBJECT: Opera'blonal Report of 589th ‘Engineer Battalion (Construction) 't :'.‘ﬁrn
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it through the frome of the truck. In the second case the towing eye should
be relocated -in o position which i’ eow atable with the towing bars’of the
wrecker, This condition. could be mét by’

side of the existing buz:mer, Thi's would make the loeation of the towing eye
42 from the ground level which is the same as that of the 5 ton 'br'actor.«‘

<2) Structural Fallurc of 10??on Tractor hﬂZBA?G

(a) Observa’slon “ rI‘he "l€} ‘bon tractor, u:.tde:t' load ¥ has fI'equerlt-
ly veered off the road dué to & si,ruc"ural fallure 1n tho. s‘beerlng sys‘oem.

(b) Ewoluation = ihe tractor has been repea’cedly deudlinen for -

cross members which cracked near “the truck -fréame both at. the front end and
beneath the fifth wheel, cracksd-trunion support brackets and. cracked. Steer-
ing srms. Three of the trucks deadlined for gbeering problens have been‘t 3
gatisfactorily repaired by suipport maintenance persomnel. Trueks deadlined
for eracked frames and dracked cross members have been repaired adcording to
instructions provided by Army technical assistance represanua'blves. Theae are
now under cbservation with reg’urd to durablllty. ;

; (¢) Recommendation = That a’speciszl study be made. of_‘ the 1‘0
i;on tractor at the depot maintenance level to determine the cquse(s) of the

f, Oro'am_z;tlon' Ncme r

S
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ORGANIZATION

EeiCBF=CO . . - 31 Jenuary, 1969
'SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 589th Engineer Bettalion (Censtruction)

1. The following orgenic and attached unite compriseé the 580th Engi-

neer Battalion {Constrnetion) under TOE 5-115C during the report period.

a.
be
e
ds
Ce
fo

g.

Incl 1

Headquarters and Headquarters Co.n:xpanyv

Company A
Coz:@any B

Company ©

Company D

513th Engineér Company (Durp Truck) (TOE_ 5-124G)
51s% . Engineer Platcon‘g(l‘mphal’c) (TOE 5-114D)
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