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HEAD QUABTERS, 589TH ENGINEER BATEZALION (CONST)
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SUBJECT: Oi;e:caﬁa.onal Repov-‘n of 589tk Aﬁlbmeer Battalion (Gonsnmctlon :
For Period Bnding 31 -October 1968, ‘RGOS ﬂeﬁeeﬁ.«@(m} "

1. SECTION 1, o-omm@ﬂg.
) 9“931’13.23;4‘103:1, ‘I’he
BatGallQﬁ (C01Stru0ﬁl‘wﬁ“ﬁ

s

e Command ah&s_ Staff Changess

*(1} F
: repor‘b;x_ng pem. :
0f C Company: from: 1Lt Herber’r L
" S‘D.l"ﬂ'u . Jr;u:med ‘over ‘the. commamnt
29 Sep{;emoer 1968 Cn’s dose"oh Feas‘b J;: ', J.ormerijf Ba thalion. G:.v:.l :
. Engineer, assum comsnd 16 om- & 5 :
i who u,flel‘l oeea’ g a;s:s.s
|
|
|
|
|
|
| 'ﬁsquz.pu.eno .Lfaz.msea.anoa Officer
duties of BattalioniBxecuti
Octdbe: 1968. Qn 2) Oeﬁdber"
|
B
-
)
| i
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EGA(RF-CO ) - 31 OOTCRER: 1968

STUBJECT: Opera:c:r.oqal Report of 5891;11 Eng:meer Battalion (Gohstmct:.on)
Pon Perlod Enamg 31 Oct bl 1968, RCS GSFOR-65(R1)

4. Someny _Af:j,‘_: |

: (‘!) Dur:.ng the. Aperlod 4

at Cu Lem-Ham, Reptblic of Vietnam, was ovo
Phen Rang Air Force Base's The move was "ho ‘ ? ‘
ment and personnel exéept for its Quarry Sectlon located at ¢ :mp Radcl:.fi‘e, '
An Khe, Republic of Vietnam. The ma jor por{:lon of the move Was by water -
fron_ the porh faQ:Ll ty ai: Qu:. Nhon -l;o the landmg beach a.t P_han Rans. ”ha .

£

(approxife; uel 7. 25
(40 niles) and L:O
Base (9 mles)s

' “-1:. .

Qui MIO"J. were requuado The” truc.s:s were used to shuttle eqp.:.pmen‘a be’mreen -
the Cu Ten Fe: basgs mmp and “the 9ui Nhow port faml:.‘ty. The target daue
for the move was se¢h at'T August .L968c Prior to-this date, arrivel time
of ISTs 8 5C ; the BT,h"T:caﬁspor’ca jon Comand, Qui Nom, -
and all sectin or Shor notlceo The xfxst LST armved“

on; ‘bhe af’ﬂ ernoo

::.L»'

Rang. T}a e uOD clc,c‘«: “of %

was

15T, a 600 gallon pod of po*bofble wa‘ce:c and '8 ‘sufficient arount T !
rations accompanied the personnel each vessel, sinee the 'tranSpor'ba'klon
unit s not’ 'r spe s Por SUsh: e KE-1000 hrs, 10 Augudt, .

' Phatr' Reirig et 1€ h:cs, 1‘1 Au.gusﬂb‘

o

all Tormd :03;1 He stock
loading oan_ i0; $ 88
the base carmp IO e ;go:cu f&clll uy
agphalt heater, three ASL vang, &'r 5
ing rachines were loaded on & seh--o*o:u:ab ‘harge. I’c WS neeous&mr ’ao bogm
using nou-orr'anlc“cranspoz-tatloﬁ dwring the 1ear1mg ‘6f the+sacond IST: $0

b
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have all parts and eq
arcvived. The LST wa.
hours, azriving ai’;
at the Fian Rang beaoh Wa s ‘
pusned ot Jr,o "“ne LST iz we"_:tﬁt‘l

pi:ent;on ’Ghe"bearch by the t'me tne 15480 vesscl

. was locked@ i

mhen t 70 T.ST'
Th.ere

na.ss ed out of > !
was acoompliohc

and. eignt. .ot

of an LCU4. 7
and de pﬁ,rfsor

cargo was pLW
weathor deck.

Phan Rnag:bes
barge arrived
poxrt con 'esrbw Jﬁlm

‘ Can Rémh B%y. E Tho

qm.px;en't Pla‘boon S
was sen’ sing. soil cemenu ;patch:u

Fe gy gy
Due o .-..’L,L

500'

(3}

f io 5 mDH 7 _
crushing 21-"(—-);bmse* course for £;
Because of the short haul distance and. exp

it was decided to feed the cwrushex Yoppe:

necesy L.y o load
was boing cleared %0 make g

24 Qchohexr the' se dary 1m"
producing 157(=) ¢ crelic ;o
During the “JCW"ZLQQ z a2tk
and 600 cu.yds of

:;.1shed beoaupe o:E' b
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' BGACBF-C0: 8 R PC T, ' R R o ,31 QCTCBER. 1968
SWIECT: oPemmonal‘ Répo “’t;:"oﬁ 589th Eﬂgmeer Ba.t-t:a 5 (Constzuction) -
Foir Period Bnding 31 Ochober 1968, . ROS CSFOR~65(R1)

has been to Guppor’c the line companies with speclal:.zed equ:.pnoms 'L:nd
enomeer direet: suppori-naintenances - +The.. equipment platoon provided
Fractor- ?:av lers“ 'ors T
in suppest of th “the 1163k Corbat Bngineer Battalion (Idaho  *
National Gv.c,rd) frori their sfaging ares at Phan Rang t0 'bhelr 1 3.13&1
base &..Llp a% Bao Loc and Di Linhe

(5) Dmmp' Hhis reporbing period 11.days were u’hlllzed :E'or
$roop Dovenen%s ‘aridt 8% days were spem: on: noxmal opera,t:.ons C

e Co%gy_ : tin, "-"iieriéﬁ"iB-“-Efofa Snyy’ 589%h s
Engmoor a 'balloa,"ha‘s been mvelv‘ed m ngve larg e*cong tmot:%oz% pro~
' "uo»f bridgeston a:14.4 mile.:
ridze’ (BN 8'12788
s Batip for duwe  Gompanies of '!:he
gmmn it ohl revetmnents at the
# ilesldn bhe-Phu Quy
of QL1 @A’romu

Phan Rang B»e@c‘l1
S‘ub...crec-{;o.,‘ ’ o

been Hmdo:cc,d b;y' bo‘sh enemy‘- S p}; i ' C
weathers. Bridges Gy wer.e» s;tm‘cke by* eneny, demol i
resulting -in partisl da %0 the decking-on bridge.#6.and dssiru
tlon of bridges 10 and 13. After B Company installed s ‘culvert. Jo
pﬁ ss at DI‘ld Je 7#1 5, tﬂe enemy destroyed the (mlvert. Road mam‘cen—

and SGllO‘lJ.Sly mpulred By "‘”s«he‘ onwlaﬁght oi‘ 'brap;tcaw ,,t-o:r'm “Jies‘ne:c“
ocouring from 15 through 20 Oe bobe:c 1968. TI’O_'QJ.CSL]_ storm ‘Heﬂter"
cansed- extens:.ve dam&ﬂe fbo .Q,'L ' ‘-

o:E 8'52 mches'ofv: ‘

s bhdls gé:@i?odt ;}coné

and bullc\mt? ‘1.:9‘ Sy
In fhis PgI‘IQaf"Bﬁ, 2 &

OO;.P&DJ wag" oaské’d t5 oons’cru '.
miniron essential living requlreme"lts for ‘.'f;?xa D
worle consisted of comstructing a defensive pezdimeler with six foo‘k

high ber:;s, 17 Fighting ‘bunker sy perimeter: Tightingy: proteculve wire,

com'honmen’cﬁ,_ rea 'Wl"‘b

“ae

latrines, showers, concrete floor for figss hall and prefebricating . ..

FOR OF RI:GIAL TSEBONLY: .

G

gi% comvoys fron the period 14 August o 16 Octdber

2% Di-Tdinh .o Th::.s. ',;..‘,if‘

4



e A s A N e

Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

il e !

e e e T TR et

FOR OPFICIAL USE ONLY

Lo i e e LR

EGACBF~CO | S | 31 oreER 1968,

SUBJECT: “’»’Ope:ca’ulonal Report of ss%h Engineer Battalion (Cons"cfucu:.on)
“For Pe’r:tod Endmg ‘51 October 1968“ ;_ijGS CSFQR—65(R1) :

tent J’:‘mmes aud i‘loor .

& oupanyiB-»» also éon tmc’ced two :ammml’clon réve: uuen’cs RN
at the “Phar Re: g LST- “Beéach foritheclst. Togistical Cormand .. - The . revets.
monts wexe" cbns*‘mcted From asphaliic emlsion gtabilized earth berns, . ..
onc 5% high' & 20’. %3230 and the othér U-skaped 424 hleh, ‘HS‘ X, 68’ *f Jf o
190‘ . ) B B L S R PSS S A ST R S

(4.) “Duritg this pem.od, B Gompany :initiated  conshruotion:
of new MACV. i‘ac:.l:.ties Tor-the PhusQuy: stb~sector. al, OOO]’.‘dJIl"ﬂveS
BY 742745. The project consists of a BOQ/BEQ and adrinistretion
building, mess/kitchen.facilidy;- shower/latrine:facility, generator -
shed, concrote.open: shorage pad; and’ water,storage, tanke. . On, 1800’“
ober +he project was! rapproximtely 45% couplete. with the £Oof :ﬂg g
froming completed onthes BOQ/B Q.and:, admms:‘hratlon bu' ale; -
winds fron twopieal: sbom NHesber!: collapsed e, dwo bui ldmﬁs. Only .
’Wo roof mmsew i‘acon each'bu:.l :,1g Were: dc gedy-howe s/

at least 10 dayss a6 %o smm' .aa:ﬁa.ge.; A% o end-of, this e |
period 'bm.& pmaec‘b was 66% co:.plete with an EDC of 17 I\mri‘ mberrl%s. »

Du Tong 'bo a,"
has rep c‘eﬂ‘»gs

“ : 968 o 2055 cursy Flem - ere ; o'bf*e:m' .
ed &b The northwes‘a corenof tthe icémpound fn Dl Idnhy. nd guarﬁ s 10
Yhen undéxifirey ‘Aldost.ilmmediately theircompound regely ed_fire frou
the Bost-and: l\orbhea.s‘c. Around i ;e “mat:.c WOapons f:u.-e w $

queo ued. and’ olr‘ -on 1
16 Septerbers: e apprex:.m: uely 0230 hours fhere was:
north, or 531 erowas ) ‘called:inrend.a barrage of 5 ounds was,
in closc cnough that the compound ves getting ity ok, Shrapml-\n S
MAny i1lumination rounds were dropped and the g’tmsmps fired several ’

bursts Intolthe Srens that: -could -not-be. reached by frl dly weapoms -

from the compound.: ‘The bads sap’ rreceived: periodic. sall arns; Tire PR
wnbil. 0530 xifien dc,yl:.gh-h ‘sarted- to break..- The ere, 0. U \LI&
or KIA. - The::'ev waslond com:.::med Ve I{IA. :

(8\ Th:.s re portin :
OPeTaTLONS ¢ AT LT L

o
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ECACBE~CO ' “ 31 OCTCRER 1968

sna.mcm -Operational Report of 589th Engmcer Battalion (consmotlon)_,
. Por :eemoa End:no' 3*1 Octo’oer 1968, RCS CSFOR»65(R‘I) N

Lo Com Cs - Du:c:.ng ‘the perz_od from 1 August 1968 through

31 October 59%8, Company. Oy 5891h BEngineer Battalion. (Const) was en-

gaged in the oons’cmctlon of ‘& new base-canp. can‘bonmenu argay the : .
sinkenance -of: RVN. Rouse QL~11 from:eoordinates BN. 619957 50 BP 453084y -

The upgrading of sections of :the same roube, and the support of the

novenent of and es’cabllshmen’c of a base caﬂn for ‘che 116’5171 En gineer -

Battalion (Conbw’s)._ foa e

- (1) Camonment Area- “The. cé**pé.ny noved--into. the new 10cas . ;
tion a% Song Pha, RVN. during the latter part of July and-the first -
week of Auguste :The unit irmediaiely started work on. the: congtruction !
of = base campe: Thework included claaring, filling an aversge of .
2 foct and compacting approxitately: 8.5.acres’ for.the company areay. . b
maintensnce/notér pool area and supply/prefabm.oat:_on yard. Oonstruo—
tion work which has been completed: includessi. . EM and. NCO tents. with
Tranes, officer -guarpers,.orderly roon tent v/frc.;,e’z-@upoly tentsy |
operations bunker (18x 40‘X 8'), mess hally, 2-showers, J-weier to«zers,
13 £ighting/vrotective- binkers!~ fotiz.of which have. machine gun towersy
1atrn cs, urinals, greass racky POL storage area with. garth bernsy. P
1-&153& oh/ -sintenance office, EM club and dayroom: (:ccnodeled exist~ |
2 buildir r~s), well for water“pom’c , o.nd a four (4) bay uaumeaance
shed. A TS S T S SRR B .

(2) Maln'benance of gI-11: In order -i:o reach the base o"cv*p‘
aren fron Phan Rang the company had to perforxn: emergency. repeir work
on all of the biy-passes.along QL-11.- .Once the wnit arrived in Song Pha ‘
work began roplacing the existing 'bypa.sses at. brldwes 17, 18, 19, 20,
and 25, plus installing bypasses at bridges 24, 2& and 27, using a
total of 256 meters of culvert pipe. 4All were backfilled, corpached
and heagwalled ¢ -During .bhe heavy Tains many: .of the bypasses washed
out pervially: or cerpletely reguiring a ‘great deal.of repair 'work :
0 the D yuasses. & decomposed gra;ru.t 1ift of appro ma.tely four ‘ B
inch thickness wos placed on the entire length of . weadyry: £ror bridge !
#16 through ’uhe village of Song Pha. & contlmml naintensnce prog rzm
has been’cstablished to- mourev that the. road .is.passable at:all c:u«-em

(3) U'ogrc.d:mb Q,L-“l'le The unit was jgsued & Rome Yiow as- f‘
serbly for ome of itg dozers on 5 Septerber 1968 It has cleared ;

approxinately: ’!),500 Tieters. along both sides. of .the road to gwidth™ - -
of 100 netexs: from the. cen’aeﬂ e The'r*@ h'x.vp,_pcxi': rm"L':r 800 me‘bers '
of new woadway upgreded at.this- po::—.n‘c due %o the; he"vy comm:hLenb oz_
equipnent on the maintenance of QL-11« The construction platoons ‘
huve becn engaged in prefabricating the formwork. For bridge abubnents,
precutbing Wrber fox. superstmc’aures and asseLbl:mg 60“ ana 48“ Ohk'
G\llVO?f'uS fo:. uhe finak roadmﬂ & e

AT JJC:} . b . | Lo .
(4) Support of the 116th Engineer Ba’s’callon (Co»bmb): o The.

P

P
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EGACBF~0 . . o ' .. 3100T(BER 1968
STBJECTs O’aofa'blonal Report of 589'bh lh»oz_nne:c Battalion: (Construcu:.oa) :
For Period Ending 31 Octcber 1968, RCS CSFOR-GS(R‘K) i

2nd Platoon,: Co,_ipany Gy 589 Engr Bn (Gons-l;), augmented by a DT
dozer from the Eaﬁ:huovlng, Platoon, moved to Bao Loc area on 8. Sep= .
terber 1968 and verained until 16. Octeber: 1968+ 4-6.foot: high eaxrth

bunkers. built inbo- the berms Observation towers were built: on top of - =
the bunkerse The platoon prefabricated 33 tents (16%x 32').for bile

lets and completed comstruction of 15 of these tents, . They also
construetod. the formwork' for thel ness. ha,ll/dlnmg roon floor: pads. , ;
The company was: comitted to- Supplj' vehicles and personnel for the . . |
resupply corvoys to the Bao Locares.. Four 5-~ton tmc’cor/'trulcrs

with. drivers and shotguns, convoy comenders and .convoy nain b@l’l&:ﬂce

ofu.cer Ue"”e joxs oaded for:- each of the: six" 589“1:11 Pask Force. oonvoys. :

(5) Ekzem_y Ao‘b:.v:.%y. 'l’hree :mo:.den'bs of . eneuy E’wC’ulVluy ;
ocecured ;m "bbe G Coﬂpan,j area; 'of ros;pons:.b:.l:. bJ GhlS :x:*epozl~ oJ.nO' perlod-

L (a) Tne c.nemy attacked QL«‘H br:t.dge
atbempting to: des*broy the key bridge with saichel cho.rges._, The ONOHY. -
killcd ome (1) Regional Force B ‘Soldier, and. wobnded. seven. cthexms, .1 -

while mnnaging to- blOW,'t ¥ 5% hole in the pavenents No structural -
damage was done %o the bridze and the hole in the pavenent on the :
bridge vas paucmed Ul ch concrete.

T o.n. 20 .cw.d rﬁ 1968{_ :

- (D) L OOBD hou:r-
Poroes coupou_id 1ocated with T
rounds oft 82-&_ Lorar rov_mds
da che. x S

: n-r19 September 1968 x,he Re gional :
: eceived approximately 40 SRS
There were '~no caoualtles or major . L
x R : . i

(c) A. 235@ ‘HOUTs. ‘on 30 Oc’co'ber 1968, tme Rer'lcnal ST I
Foroes I‘C‘le’VGd one B0 rocke‘b_ nd hwre 60::&:1 noxbar roumdse:. One - .. - 4
noxtar :cou_ocl hit s 36‘3‘101’1&1 Fo:rc s gua“d pos*is, ‘rou_nd:.ﬂ“ f oux RFS. o
There were no US" sua;‘il u;Les. ‘. ’* v S :

(d) Dulin»» h:o.s !mpor't_mg jperlod all ’cme N devo
to noma,l onera.’m crns. »

& C«Ouraamg; Ds ‘

ac‘c:.vz_t:s.es o:E‘ Company D :_nvolved R ET
comletmg or elos: ) :

tion projects - athn. Khe, moving . .
construe‘c:.on of a-new:-base camp.

s of hlgaways Q,L-—21A and Q,'L-H. o

(‘1) D Gompany 5 wor}* in the An Khe aves conu:_sued of com=- . .

‘plei;ing, the dralnave and shouldér work on: a: 1 3 mile stretch of h:r.onway 4‘
ang-pass, work on- the
4665 foo’n pa.callel ta:&;ma.y and parking a.m:ens and coipletiong of the -
80‘ x 202¥ Paucoe ‘pre~engineéred alrcra.f;t maintenance hanger atb An Khe,

FOR OFFICIAL USB CNLY
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ms.cs&cg o Lo © 34 ootoRER 1968
SUBJECT: * Opera’c:.onal Reﬁort of 5801:}1 Enoz_neer Ba‘c’sa.l:.on (Cons’cmc’clon)
' For Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR—éE(R'})

- -

oomvolem.on of Tet mlles of - a.ll wea.the:c roaﬁ on. I:Lonb Gong Mcmncam
at Camp: Radeliff, and mscellaneous supporb *bo s and VTT GlV:Ll and

- ’sa,ot.v_cal wmitse

(a) __W ork on hlgmray QIMS‘ prmarlly consisted of
mam’aeaanoe of dramage ditches and. mzlver’cs., Suitable £ill was Com
tained, pladed on ~the road shoulder, shaped and compac’ced. ‘Also, $he
constant . placing of enemy mines. along the shoulders of -the. highway
necessitated .widening the pavemen’u at, those. poln’cs where vehicles ';‘ St
tended o get off the paved area: due to road curvature._ The road °
was widened by 2 feet on.the inside of’ appr-oxz.ma elJ 22 cu:c'ves u‘bl- VoL
11.'7"”10 44 I;OnS of asphal‘hlc concrete. S e p_" o *
(b) A 60*:» eoo' sec’c:.on of the parallel ‘uax:_way a'b
, 'bhe An Ime Afmy &:Lm:.eld was. brought up o base grades A tobal: of "
24000 cu yds “6f GBR, 10 matérial and . 15000 -cu. yds of Pase’ course Were
placed an d.compacted in 6 .inc  liftes A uotal flozil 350 eu yds of J_lll

$reatment of asphalt-and sand- for the parking apron plus the. a’u’sendaq‘o
‘aosess TaupSe This ares was then covered with 5880 8q. yds “of M&M
steel matting, Avtotal of 128.0 8q. yds of e :LS"“:LI&{; de‘terloraued

Sea

were hauled; -placedy: -graded , compacted and . given a s:.ngle strface. " F
L

Mgt m:;:smg was: also replaced. -

‘1‘7

(c) waty cu yds 01 concrete uere usea in plae:_n“ L ‘

- %
the doot brack foobters for. ’che 180‘:c 2(52t a.:,rcraf’s maln’ce. ance hamger ‘
8t An Khee A1l tracks wexre emplaced ‘and doors hung. ‘ :

Y

. - (d): Hong Cong Mountain xoad was complete& dm:.ng this
periods Thiee fhousand. cu. ydsiof: ‘bése cQurse were placed oo this' e ‘!
‘mile all<weather woad.which: Provided access §0 anclement from the
| 586th Sigmel Bavtalion located ab: the top of th¢ wounbains - The woad
vas gquibe.steep and check.dams were plaged in the drainage: ditohes im.
those areas where the grade was 10% or greaters & fotal of 42 1ogk * ':{ -
msonyy check dams and frequent relief ditches were ‘installeds Afber
completion, the'entire.roadway,vwas ’sreaued Wi bb. a smgle oot of ag-~
phalb ﬁo b:v_n& The surface. ; :

( ) _.,Equlpmen% ‘o_pe:ca‘i:ox‘s nd suuerv1sors volm‘bel,:red
theix sem’;uc,es on szlda.y 1 Kguist 1968 in support b the Aret CJ.Vll
Affaivs Team in An, Ku They réshaxaea ‘and mproved the -d2e vinage of - ;
2 miles of ‘earbh sbtreets in:a Local vil ‘S"“:scty-h\ro cu-yds of - ‘
£i1l were. haaled, placed and. com’ cted for three new 20%x: 40 market .
buildings. Boulpnent ubilized . £or 8 houz on this project’ involved |
2 road graders, 2 dump Lrucks and ‘1-—290 wheelefia ;’f‘ﬁ;{t@? ‘W_Z 13 wheel - |
rollers ‘ i R ‘

i

T
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- squads’arrived at Phan Rang

. ProgTess vas fur‘bﬂer hampe

: GOEI_Q@IU D mess 'h 1Y eq_ﬁipme*fb ard supplles and arrived. in- Phan Rano

"FOR OFFICIAL TJ" SE O\T Y

BGACBF-C0 - 31 0CTRIR 1968 .
SIBJECT: Oj_aerew.oml Repor'h of 589th En_omeer Battalion (Consbruction)i:
For Period Ending 3_1 '_‘Oc’sobe: 1968, RCS 0% FOR—65(R1) s,

(2) Gompany D was alerted on 16 September 1968 %o move from

An Khe o Phan” Rang, RT\s. A ‘uranspov‘ba“clon tnit. was immediately cons. . - .
tactediand engaged %o %rans pox.-t 3/ ebnex containers and 6-large Grates
to the IST beach in Qui Fhon. 41l other vehicles and equlpm@nt wexe
immed B4 tely GOJﬂ.\TOJed from An, Khe to-Qui Fhon 'by means of organic
trangporbetion. One LST a.r“‘”"ved"”a.t Qa"“.ﬁhon on’ i September and was
loadediwith five, 290 wheeled trac ors” w:n:th scrape:ts, 1" front:loadery -~ i
2 graders, 2 dozew~s, a.sso:c'ted ordnanee equipment and 17 persormel From -
the carthmoving plat toon; arriv ‘a’s Phan Rang on 19 Sefptember 1968, b
One barge a:ctc:«.ved in fml Hpon ‘on 18 September 1968 and was -Loaded with'i-
one (1) ’men_vy-’son truck mounted creney oné (1) ten-ton trailer m, Th o
cranc assessories, and assorted equipment from the An Kne Quarrys o
The oranes had to be off~loaded at Czm Rhon Ba,y, RVN due o offwload= |
ing restrictions at Phan Rang, and b:coubht into Phan Rang over land .
The seéond IST was. loaded wmbh}i:he remaining ear'bhmovmg platoon o
personiel and equ:.pmen%;, the rempinder of ‘the-sscond platoon: (two'

18 July 1968 to-adsist in setbing wp.
: tenarice personnel and ‘squipment. |
i t Platiéon pelSO”lnel and eun.LomeﬂL
tHer L8T arrived in Phen Rang on
IST carried C"ompany A equlpma at and. .

’clﬂe 'ba,c ualvo:n ba e camp),‘ aj

24 Septevher 1968« The last LST was loaded with miscellaneous e ue_c---a‘;,;ll=
la.lo, Supg"i ies, and the remaining equipments The unit staged through
the 5u9 th Ehmgc Bn(Cons’r.) ba‘ a,_n@ aﬁ Pna.n Ba,ng 8 deployed %o Don

- for Eh, I\JCOénd o) ?’:Lcer qua:che:t‘s, R
| mess hall, securlby llghl,z_qg aaa_' “

Minox pr&o'! ems arose e’éu:éiy auring ‘base camp’ development because . |
cerfein ltcms of equipment and supnl:.es were no‘c avallffole vhen I
necdeds This wee due-to -the. &
which could: have ‘been ollow in accordance wi pr:.orlt:.es baoed »
upon 2 specific mission ! 56 c@mﬁ. MSO:

which had. 5o be: repaz_red T
raing rlelayed site. prepavﬂa‘tl Y
struotion. At the .end. of .the
proximtaly SU]; complete. Co

A L <t . . : ) .5 .

‘"de,ayod vertlcal Cons 1
16-base: canp was ap= |
i

.~ .

[
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. Oct uODGl" 1968y along with the railroad bridge;immedistely adjacent:

- Rang A:ur Base.wasmortared withinegative casualbies or damage. The

. 5/ 27  Lrsye - The-Regionad Fox

i -'-enul'c:.n :m sl¢

"FOR, OFFLCIAL USE ONLY:

HEACBF=CO. .o T3 cmam 1968 1 -

SUBJECT- Ggera‘t:.oml Reporb of 589th Enginecr Battalion (Const trud tion]
T Fox_' Perlod Endwnp j’l Oc:;obe:r_’ 1968, ROS. CSFOR—éS(R‘I)

k. ﬁntclllﬁnce and Securitys

('I) “The bulk of _endiy, activity v _thm itie ba u’oc,llon arca’
of opexation (AOR) has, Gonsisted of mining incidents, sapper.attacks
and Sﬁ,cmd»«off norter and smell atns (5/A) attacks. ~On 2 August 1968

% nile west of. Q=19 bridge 25,.a 290 whecled tractor struck a nine .
wb ich~dos? “*0%*98, thé $ractoricompletely and m;;.uro' *the driveér g13ght
On 3 duguet1968:275000 gallon tdrk trailér traveling east of QL=19..
struck a.ning,-destroying. the. mear axle of theéi trailers:.The mine
consisted.of B 155miround withia “satchel “Charge: awuched, -placed dixn;
the shoul der of the road.. Duflng the night of 20 August 1968, cncmy
sapper teans’ dc ;aaged QL~11 bridges: 6y 10 and 27, but all were still. DEBS ™
able to Light traffics On 21 August 1968 Phan Rang Alr Base recelved
an B82mm morbar dftack with neg gativercagualties o ‘damage $0 the 5891 vh
Enginecr-Babtalions During’ “r,he night-of - 5=6 Septerber. 19685 Ql=11" &
bridge 13° wao “destroyed by enenyl denolitions teams.: The.bridge. vas
replcdcecl by 8- culvert. bypags: Wthh was stbseguently des’croved on _'I i

o it Aga:.n on 11 Septenber 1968 and on 15 September 1968 the Phpzi

first platoon of B/589 was attackedf i the work s:Lte aﬂc D1 L:_nh m,ch,_,
S/A on 14 S’e“o terbop: 1968. Th - no fric.
encu;y' Km.é* i &

towed by oric vem.ole and cause

Song Fha l‘OCGlVbd F0 noundst of
with nogative casualiies and 2ix il %
on 30 Ootobor 1968, the RF .com ound recelved one B-A,O rocke’ -and tio- j
60 nortar TOUNAS, | ‘resulbing r. BF's Wik and negative US .casuale
ties. On-8: Oc‘baber -1968. & B/589th i bon “vehicle was. arbushed. on. . wow
T, 408- b,y- % eqe;' using.fwo: GC..J_.&ﬂd ‘detonsted  nines and.- {:hgce LK~4.7!S‘ ‘
ek demao'e tolthe . vehicle:and no-casualties. fthe .
ton. andsappén. a-b‘backs oo @-—-‘H are. oelz.eveé
to be: 'Lge wo:cL oft anI\WA Sapper pla"boon wh:.ch J.nf:t.l*bra’bed lnto Tdnh'.
Tkuan Prov:.nce i pr:.l of 'bh:Ls yewr.. St -

.:'

on the "m::.tl“ep'iapd comroys.'
cm:’aalled engmeerlng opera, ul@nﬁ ‘eAL

(2) ﬂ'_‘lnely acqulsltlon oi' mteihg ence mf orretion and’ T6e

"BOR OFI‘ICIAL USE'ON'LY
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tl}‘“ ‘ ‘bleu ha.v :
wENPrd

por’c of encriy locatlons and ac
S'hh bn, 27{'31 Af’w, Jmc Ni :

i _ 3 e;s:ibi"‘ i‘ﬁg%‘@
; Opefajcz.ong Sect mn_ hag/been 1ibhess pon vo::sh:z.
i 116%;1 Eﬁlf’:mecr Ba.“sallon (CE ‘onas el iy
i )
! ¥
on 26 Au st 196:.
It . Bat u'bullOIl GC@%
: increnents as fo
ment. and A, pass
|
|
|
)
\
‘ght schedules “bha‘c had ‘oee;l‘; _prov1ded
: Prov:.o,w.ﬁ ho’c meals fo,. ‘,
nevly arrivi "-ﬂ;;
indicateds. 73 .
~unit were (“1 ' ldlﬂg tne new »bat’caln.ou m_th suff:.ole‘:ds
‘E woser forloumdry:a f',lfulesy (2. aining and repair-|
: ing field ;generatomn reqp;.cer’e1j.’sf’g,f‘ R
o (3) provid rETE ; -
- - to the- 1‘{6111 Bngineer B : ] 4
| ; “Bao Ixoc,‘ and - prov:Lclm.g assigbance nd L.:mnsr_
L A.r:v,“ . Lo |
'.3
)
P
8 .
)
o
f - -
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EG’LCBF-«CQ , e 31 OCTOBER 1968
SUBJEC”- Qpefa'tlonal Beport of 5891:11 Bngineer Battalion (Cons’cmc’c:.on)

For Per:.od End:m.b 31 Oc%obc .}:19682 RCU;‘CSFOR—G 5(31)

por‘bingﬁ';mt'q;gial and. ‘suaapl‘ies : fi-‘ or the-two. bas

: (o) In order to fulflll the ‘mission of sp"on.aorlng ‘uhe
devlo;ymem of the 116th Bngr Bn in Vietnam, thé 589%h Engmeer Bn
(Goas’s ) expended 16,810 men-hours and 4,170 equipnent~houts ‘cons trud-
ing fthe 116th Bngr Bn‘s new bas sy-and 7,800 manwhours and 3,885
‘L ‘a;l_ ﬁd éq_ummem: to thelr "’PW 100a L1ons e

"by,\ s‘eéufr"'} g
_‘_o‘by-i;raps, Con

ha Ii~16 aaé I&~60 weapons sa:

d"sen’cry"‘du‘cj, Py and” .
Dei;amee J:Landl,.mg, u:mes and :

:oceaures and

from o s“ocmsormb mit. This would 8150 ezia le “the wnit 1;0 beooue ,
seli'usufnoleﬂi and to. prepa" iteelf for any future reloca,tloau.

(2) Des:.gn' Af'b
“U1e 589"61’1 Ekn&,f Bn (Consi;) dre»r up
areas to include all the. requ:.red
stendaxrd 40! and 80! bridg
QL=11, and the MACV facili
for the: two base: campa fo

Oﬂ,g P,a,a,. Thz.s s

a,ooompllshed by lel ¥ i).ps, @ach BED

wire commmications were sei; up utilizing TOF‘ eq_ulpment, Tater _
commemeial type vhones wére installed. Initidlly RC-292 antemmag: "t
were ubilized with the FM rad:.os and later two 80 foot poles were sety
one for stringing the AM anbefma, GRA—50, Yotwden the two polegs
A ber installation of & i na. on the highex poles, con-‘cac‘r1

1-he 35t Bugr: Gp, 1365 PLOVH d. cons:.de;.cably. i
coLLunloam.oas with G Compg; ng ’Pha, iles northwest end |
with D Company at Don Duong les nor’shwest “from Phan Rang hes -
mproved Lmens ely withyihe lation-of the RO=-292's on the 80"
poles i v i Lt i -
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E:Z? .
= BEAGBF-CO ¢ - 31 OCTCBER 1968 -

SUBJECT3 Operatlonal Bepor’c 03’:‘ 589th Emg:.neer Battalion (Constriction)
For Period Ending 31 Octdber 1968, -RES CSFOR~65(R1)

2. Section 2, Lessons Iéarneds Commsnder’s Obgervations., Bvaluas . .
’aions -and Reo.QMendations R

Pe.CS onnel

3 The ‘baﬁu a.llon is authorlzed 30
:rfseen a.re cu:rren’sly assn.gneu. Th:.s

;

lack:m_g the traln:mg and’ %he éxpemence requlred ’so perfom euec’slve
Supe.ﬁ'vl.s.‘l.on. Thisg situation hag resulted in an incresgsed effort -
on ’ahé pa.:c"c oi’ -bhe a.va:.lable supex«r;.sors 'bo monltor more 'than one

S (c) R.:COIIIIEE’I)ATIOI\:.- (}ommand emphas:.s Shor1d be plaoed;;:
on ‘ch.e acqu;s:}.’uz.on of trained construction supexrvisory personnel. .
|
|
|

or T

eserﬂ, resouroes shoul‘d‘ g: redls‘sribu‘oed to ease. local:.zed sho*""

[
I

wha't allev:a‘ted ’ay c._coss-tf, gy gom'b:.nmgﬂ ;;obs ahd piropet: . person-— ‘
nel raragement, the entixe shor’cage wen not be’ adequa"aely absorbed

in syeh & way that it completely satisfies mission requirenents. A-b
‘b:.mes, ﬁ.v.\, fco R &: R! s, s:.ck _3.1, I aves, etc. eqp.:v.pment was ld'le

i
{

: , he personnel precurement sys*bem be eval—, :
ua-aed at all levels_’co see'q.:ﬁ‘ffany ae{;lon can be‘taken 'tO k:eep um.’us \as

. All equ:.pment opera‘hors inla u.nl‘h should
be oross~trained to operafae all the alffere:frbb *l;y-oes of equlpmen’c

i T POR OFFIGIAL USE -o_ NELY
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: 31 OCT(BER 1968
] R Pépor‘c of *589‘1:1& Enb'zneer Battallcn (Consmmci.lon)
R For ‘Poriod Ending 31 Oc uo’oer 3068, - ROS CSFOR=65(RT)

Y

P

in.th e wmib rerfardless of ’chelr individual MOSe  Additionally, if

thése sfmau:z.ons become more critical, conduct OJT for persomnél in
the oons’o:mzo‘!;:.on platoons to ‘aem_poramly f:;.ll uhe gap,

R
B L

HEEe Em.t.a hw% b&m mdorst eno"’uh and

resuli;mg in-a shor’cage of persomn,el requlred for comple‘tlon of ;)obs'.‘

. ('b) EVATUATION: Tecause-of persom1e1 shor%ﬂge«s L
Job prog:ccss and, efi‘:.c:_enodr began*wo dééline at a rap:n.d rate, resulie
ing i ms.ny prc;ccﬁs s‘bar‘ted W:Ltb 1itt1e hope of ‘Gompletion within

the pla.lmed Time~ f:f:a,me. “Tnits Tesorted to having local nationals - .=
£ill nonwcritical shortages as recommended by regulationy and obe -730::

tained good resulbs with both skilled and unskilled labore I.:xpcr:.cnc;e
has shown that fhe. V;etmmose Heve: many . good - suggestions: 1o, simplis~
£y opera’n:.ons m areas mere US unlts have become *Loo mechamzed.

R

(c) REGOM%I\.TBM}ION: ”‘Whenever pOSSJ_ble, ‘hire jhe
d:t.o'enous perso ‘"el} -to FIIT shor%a 03‘_‘ non-cm”clcal s persozmel.u :
It not only a&sists e unrb SR also J.mproves IB—V:_e-tnamese :eela- v

tions and helps the local economy. o *

D recelVed 580 mmdles of
1de - The laymg crew had

vé'-"bézfc ma.i:e :.nserts. s

 shipping ohamw_els and it was! ‘.fOUIld that: the matiing was’ bent due to

rough handling m loading and unloadmg, using fork llf‘bS. It was
alscz’ noted cnaa vl ma‘*-);mg wa;é :ao*h propex'ly packed. _ ,~

'-'I‘OR OFFIGIAE USE ONLY
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N _w.u_i: was :E'aulll:.a:c Wi J‘h secw:':ﬂg eq»:.nment or veh

FOR OFFICIAL USE. QNLY

EGACBF-CO 31 OCT(BER 1968
SUBJECTs ~ Opefa’clonal Report of 589th Er _‘ao'meel Bat‘mlloﬂ (COl’lS“LJZ‘UG’LJ_Oﬂ)
For Perlod""‘.“‘ddmg 51 "Ocuobex' 1968, CDFOR-65(B.‘I) T

(c) RbCOIKIIE‘DA.T‘IOﬂa. dhere culvert neadwall's on
Jcom*aora:r;f bypasses are likely to wash out during monsoon- ‘rainsgy

use o sand-cement mix ll’l. ’Ghe sandbags a.ad reinf oro::_ng; rods to  improve
scam. itye ’ S T

= (5 Plalmmm Ul’llu Mcsves by Vessel

(a) CIBS:E{VIEiON' Durmg she” 1oadmg Ope‘f“l tion- &%

as lea_med that the unit being moved was resgon&lble for seourmg‘“ [
‘equipment aad v‘eblelcs on the vessel.

(b) "ﬂvy"'
‘o tae clecL of

o shipe. Time wes lost in orgenizing orews aﬂd famllla.r:.zm{, peruon f we
nel leUh Vessel *u:l.e-down procedurem : w1

iy (c) BE',OIvmm’mmIom- Um:s oommanders when alerted
o move bj "r‘all of ship shoUld assure that nersonnel are available”
in his it thet know Loading proceduress” Or'"am.za'blon and. faniliexrk
zation of the tie~down crews should be accomplished prior to 1oac1mb,
vehicles on the vessels Equlpmeﬂt needed for loading of. cqu;.pmem uO '
and from tiucks (i.e. forklifts, ete.) should be scheduled in adve ance

and aval-_.able to facilitate | Jcran“goY"La'b:LOﬂ. or equlpmem: upon; arrlval.

(6) JTO'blle Base Cazp Defense )

(a) ossmvamzon- The 3/58 th Work site st Ti Tinh
was abtacked on the night of 15 Seplberber 1968 (ref paxa. "i.e(‘Y\‘ "
above) with small arms fire from the east and northeasts The platoon
leader degided to keep: Bhe-two. 1&-60 machine guns mobile so thatb
HAXImUm - Ll:ce—-powe coukd zdught to bear on he area where encmy fire
was heaviesbs Bol ) L. n n_e guns were moved to severel d:.ffor—-
ent beations during he J.J.b‘ and th e un;l.t successfully defendecl he
CamiDe i o o :

lb) BVALDULTION: The nexbt day, dquring lncerrob‘a‘clorl a
of suspects, it was. lean ned: that 'i:he enemy beleived there vere :
»w.rteen ma.chine mms 3_1 the CaTiD«

(c) RECOZ™IDATTON: “Then persommel and firve power
arc limited or disperses on a large perimetery commenders should
investigate the possibility of utilizing mobile reactlon forces or
ndoile heavy weapons Sections.

¢, Training. None
da Intelllr"enee. Tone
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BP0 . 31 oTGRER 1968, T
SUBJEGT: Opera.s:.onal Repor'b oi‘ 589“1;11 Endmeer Bau{,allon (Cons :mctlor)
For’ Perlod Ending 31 October 1968, ‘RCSCSPOR-65(R1)

Ce Loﬁlszlcs ",‘ T

(1) ronavallablhty of' D339 Englne, TS 281 5-999-5019,
for D=TE tractory full traohed.
= (2) OBSERVATIG‘\L ¥ A% the TreSent. ’sme this wnit has
had ‘1 each. D~TE trachor, denul.meu -Lox 5@ Guys begause of the 11071
aVa,JJao:Lll"cy ef D339 Ehlgmvs. . . o

" () EVALUADION: Thie"dngine hasBeen pequisiticned’ F
wbili z:z:r:f the- Red Ba.ll mp:e»s P:c;orlty, w1th no. results as of the e*Ld

: Orf'anlza'blon. I\Jone

9:.&1.,,9.2». »-1‘;702,1.@' S

3. Sec :Lon 5 o Heb dquaruo:co, Depar‘bmen”f; of %he Arm- Survey Tnforma b'lm

‘1. Orgammtlonal Struc’cure

N
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EGA(BF-CO 31 QCT(BER 1968
STBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construotion)
For Period Ending 31 October 1968, RES CSFOR-G5(R1) o
QRCANTIZATION

1a Tlg following organic and attached units comprised the 589th Engi=-
neer Battalion (Construction) under TOE 5~115B during the xzepoxy pexlod.
= Headqué;i"sers and Headquarters ‘Gompany
b. Company A
c. Company B
d. Company ¢

. Company D (Detached to 84th Bagineer Battalion (Comst) from
13 August 1968 to 15 September 1968)

f. 51%%h Engineer Company (Dump Truck) Detached 17 August 1968
Reatbached 13 October 1968

g“ 51s% Engineer Platoon (&sphalt) Detached 1 August 1968
Reatbached 8 October 1968

W, 444th Engineer Detaomment (Concrete Mixing and Placing)
Detached 1 August 1968

i+ 6l4th Bogineer Detachment (Power Line) Detached 1 Auvgust 1968 |
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