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e . SOUTA VIETHAM
INTRODUCTION

In Jenuery 1945, Unitod States military strongth in Scuth Vietnas
was 23,000 men. By April 1966, United States militery strength in South
Vietnam had ineraazsd to mors than 250,000 and further incrsas2s are ex-
pected, In 1965, ths Air Force of both the U.S. and Scuth Vietnem flew

mora than 60,000 sorties over e A - ; e
South Vietnzn and Navy and ¢ e 85
Marins Corps planzs, carrier : FQE?E? ff/b?ﬁv%:?

and land bassd, flew 39,CC0.
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In cerrying the fight to North " A 3
Vietnom, Navy and larins Corps AR Vm‘-'f‘\j J
fles more than 6,£€C0 sortiss N

while the U.3. and South Viet-
namese Alr Force hit Horth
Vietnem with alnost 12,000
sorties. As the war conbirmios
to grow ard U.S. military in- - : W
crsascs its sirsngth, more and ; it
moye servicenen ars finding o
Vietnom is not just a2 name-- > ' EEZ\FJf
but a destination. For those o o s
of you that ars here row this L
pamphlat will acquainh you
with South Vietnaa and its
psoplo,
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The Republic of Viotnan
is som=:/hat less then half the
size of Celifornia and lonz and |
narrcw like that state. It
occuriez the southern-castarn
soction of tho Indo-Chinaga
Peninsula in Southeast Asia,
and borders the South China Ssa
and the Gulf of Siam. Countrics
located to the west are 1208,
Cembodia, and Tnsiland. Bsyond
Comrmnist Vietnam to the north
is Rad China. o

—

Tha gouthern ssvtion of
ths ruggsd Annamito meuntains
forms a spinc dovn to thoy M- | ; . J
kong Deltz rezion arcurnd Salgon, e s A N S S S
In places countzin spurs jub out to sra, dividing tho coastal plain into
sections, Sand dunss 19 to 60 fest high zrs coomon along the cozstling,

The country is narrcw up hoar Fue—3z0 narros that only 2 30 to 50 mile




strip 1ies botircen Leos and the South China Soa. Southward frea Hue
. towards Mha Tranz, ths country widens to meke rocm for high platesus,
1,0C0 to 3,000 fost above sea level, Tho major watsr supply in tho Re-
public of Vizinem 1s tho Mckorz Rivor. Tho Mokonz River is ona of Asia's
great watcerinys. Frem its sourco high in Tibet, the 2,800 nile rivor flows
througi that ccunbtry eand China to the northern border of Laos. Thera, it
soparates Laos enld Burma, erd farthsr downstroem, Laos ard Thailand., Whera
the rivor approaches tho South China Sza, it fans out into many peths along
the coastal plain, until there are more than 9,000 square miles of dolta
land undsr rics cultivation. Thors are some 1,500 miles of canals criss-
erossing this araa. . '

South Victnzm has typleally tropic climate of two seasons: hot and
dry and hot and rainy. In tho southorn delta razion, the razins usually
begin in lato May and contimio through September. April and early May
ars tho hottest and most humid rmonths of the yoar. Along the central coast,
the reiny scason bzgins in Octobor, causes periodic floods through Decenber,
and conmbimies with driszles frem Jamuary to March. July and August ars the
months when heat end humidity reach thedr peak. At Hue, the averzze rain-
fall is 128 inches while at Saigon the average anmual rainfall is 80 inches.

~ Like other tropical countries, Vietnsm has the usual variety of bugzs,
flies, mosquitos, and other insects.

FOPULATION

The population of thz Republic of Vietnsm is about 14 million, four-
fifths of thaa farmers. The majority of the psople of South Vietnsm ars
ethnlec Vietnomese. There are over half a millior tribaspeople; about the
same rumber of Chinese (most of whca now hold Vietnemese citizenship); Jjust
under half a million othnic Cazbodians, and 2 few thousand each of French,
Indians and Pakistanis. '

Comparcd with most Aslan nations, South Vietnam is uncrowded. Eut
tho population density varies from 19 per squars mile throughout the six
high plateau provinces to 43,100 people por squara nils in Saizon, the
capltel. Saigon is the largest city, with necarly throe million people.
Da Yang runs a distant second with about 110,000, In the urban arzas,
French and English are second languagss but once you leave the cities,
most pcople you rizet spesk only Vietnemcse. -

AGRICULTURE

South Vietnem is an agricultura country with rice being its main
product. Rice along with locally growm vegetables and fish frem the
sea make South Vietnan'largely self-sustaining in food. Topping rice as
2 mongy-making export is rubber. Othar exports fron South Vietnsm inelude .
lacquer, konaf, peamuts, tea, coffez, quinina, raw silk, susar cane, copra,
tobacco, and mint oil. The country has some cattle but more plgs and
poultry. Water buffalo are used primarily as draft animals, espscially in
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the rice paddies, and only occasionally for meat. In the platecau and
hill region the elerhant romains the primary work animal. Wild elerhants
are scmetimss hunted, as aro stags, roe-bucks, wild boars, baars, wild
oxen, panthers, tigers, and crocodiles. Vietnam has the usual variety of
tropical snakes, inzluding cobras.

_ Vietnam contains many fruits and vegetables which are familiar to

you and others you have probably not heard much about, Among thosa
familiar to you are bananas, apples, psars, oranges, potatoes, turnips,
carrots, onions, and beans. Among the more exotic ones are pemsgranates,
papayas, Jujube, litchi, and water bindwesd. You should avoid eating raw
vegetables or unpeeled fruit and drinking water that is not boiled or
otherwise purified.

Seafood is the main meat 1n South Vietnam. - Among these are sole,
mackerel, tuna, squid, sardine, crab, lobster, shrimp, oysters and
turtles, There are also many exotic foods preparsd from seafood. One
spocialty is eel wrapped in aromatic leaves and grilled over charcoeal,
or boiled with green bananas, vegetables, saffron, and onions. Another
is -bird nest soup, a version of which is made from the sea swallow nest.
The nests are golf-ball size--whito, pale green or grayish, mades of en-
tangled fibers of a hardonad gelatinous substance similar to the jelly
from seawoed. Pork, beef, and fowl are also available.

Tea is the principal Vietnamese beverage. In towns and cities you
can generally get cognac, whiskey, French wines, and champagne. Alcoholie
beverages produced locally ere principally beer and "ruou nep, " made frem
fermonted glutinous riece.

HISTORY

Vietnam has ona of the world's oldest living civilizations, It dates
back to hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, with roots in Asian
religions and philosophias.

- Legond has it that from the union of a dragon and ‘a goddess came the
hundred vensrable ancestors of all Vietnamese. Beslief in their common
origin united the people and gave them a symbol around which to rally in
the face of forcign invasion. Until 1955, the Vietnam coat-of-arms dis-
played a dragon carrying the country on its-back.

The Viets originally occupied southern and southeastern China and the
east cogst of the Indo-Chinese peninsula almost as far south as Hue, the
old capital of Vietnam. In 111 B.C. their kingdem of Vietnam was conquered
by the Chinecse vho ronamed it Annam ("pacified country to the south"). The
Chinese controlled the country almost contimiously for the naxt thousand

" years .

At times the Viots rebelled-usually unsiuccessfully. A. revolt led by
the Trung sisters drove out the Chinsse for a time ard is still celebrated
with an anmual festival. The history of this revolt is reminiscent of
Joan of Arc's story. Mounted on elephants, the two Trung sisters led 80,000
of thelr counbrymen against the Chinsese govornor who had bsheaded the
husband of the elder sister when he asked for reform of the regime of terronr.
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But the Chinsse wers varquished only temporarily. In e few yoara they

came back and tho Trunz sistera committed suicide by throwing themselvas

“into the rivor.

For part of the pariod of demination by China, the Chincse provincial
governors let local feudal lords govern the people, and evan collect taxes,
which the Chinoss then cxtracted frem the lords. lLater they began paying
more attontion to thoir subjects and introducod Chinese cilvilization into
Vietnamese 13fe. The Viet people were such apt pupils that by the year
950 they had developed enough strongth to rid themselves of the Chinese yoke,

. The Viets made another couragzous stand for survival as a free nation
when, in 1284, they repulued the Mongolian hordes of Jublai Khan. In the
noxt century they pushsd southward to conquer ths once great kingdom of
Champa which occupied much of what is now South Vietnam. They also met

" the Khmers (Cambodians) on the fisld of battle and forced them to retrzat

to thelr pressent boundaries. E

Under a dynasty founded in the 15th century by Emperor le, Vietnam
enjoyed a peried of brilliant progress. Arts, erafts, agriculturs, and
commsrce flourished. The code of laws developed during this time re-
majned in effect untll almost modern times. : .

During this period, government service was recognized as the highest

" calling a man could pursus. Nine grades of civil and military positions

were held to determins vhich one a person qualified for. The competitions
and civil service examinations based on the anclent Chinese model wera
still conducted in the former capital of Hue as late as the early 1900's.

Emperor Le's dynasty went through periods o: strength and weakness.

-Two powerful families, the Trinh and the Nguyen, finally reduced the

le regime to puppet status and divided the country botwoen themselves. The
Trinh conirolled the northern region, the Nguyen contrelled the central

and southorn regions of Victnam.

In 1802, the last stion of the original Nguyen femily—Gla long--
managed to gain the throhe and unite all Vietnem undar a single govern=-
ment administration and set of laws. China granted the nation formal
recognition and no longar insisted on the age old payment of tribute by
the Vietnamese. In this enlightensd era, there were schools in most )
villages, and foreign trade was encouraged and carried on through settle-
monts of Dutch, Portugucce, French, and Japanese merchants in several
townse,

Conflicts betwgen tho Vietnam poople and French missionaries are
sald to havo sparked the Fronch military action that resulted in the
takeover of the province of Cochin China by the Frénch in 1863, Before
another decade had passed, the other two regions, Tonkin and Annam, also
went under French rule. From that time until World War II, the countiry
was part of French Indochina. '




units as the "National Liberation Army." :

_govorrment, the Viet Minh launched a powerful p:opaganda campaign por-

in Ssptember 1945. After several attempts to work out' acccmodations

-

' Although their administrative policics led to deep resentments by

" the Victnemeso, the French did much to adwvance the standards of living

of the country. They built roads end reilroads, canals, dikes, churches,
hospitels, end scisntific institutions, and sent many Vietnamese to
France for advanced education. : ‘

After‘tha fall of Francs in 1940, the Japanese began to establish
control ovor the entire Indo-Chinsses peninsula. The French colonial
edministration remained loyal to Vichy, the goverrment of dafeated France

undar Nazi demination. The Japansse ware therefore able to govern Indo-

China through the existing adninistrative apparatus with the Franch
appeinted Exmparor, Bao Del. :

Moamiile, by the timo of the Japansse occupation, a group of :
expatriete, amti-Fronch Vietnamese had formed in South China. One of the=
was Ho Chi Minh, a dedicated Communist, who entersd Hanol socrstly in
1944. This united front organization, the Vietnam Indepsndence League,
aftorsards came to be called the Viet Minh.

Whon the Japanese saw themselves faced with losing the war, they
brought an abrupt end to French rule in Indochina. They persuaded the
Vietnamese Bmperor Bzo Dal to proclaim the independence of Vietnam under
dapanesze  ‘"protection.," Meanwhile, the Viet Minh undertook a liberatim
gampaign of their ovm and went into action in Hanoi, using guerrilla

Exploiting the fact that Bao Dal had been unable to form an effectivw

traying itself as a strong resistance movement w:iich had won the support

of the Allies. Bao Dai abdicated in favor of the Viet Minh in August

1945, and handed over his symbols of office to Ho Chi Minh. At the -
seme time a "Provisional Executive Committee for South Vietnam! with

seven Conmunists among its nine members, took control of Salgon.

The French, supported by the British, began to re-occupy Vietnanm

with the French, the Viet Minh goverrment decided to risk a long 'War
of Liberation," and in December 1946, launched the first attack of the
Indochina War. :

The war lasted eight years, frem 1946 to 1954. Early in the struggle,
the French sought to encourage the anti-cormunist Vietnamese nationalisis
to teke a stand against the Viet Minh and cooperate with France, but the
effort failed., ‘Two years of nsgotiations dragged by. Finally, in March
1949, Franca approvad of self-goverrment for Vietnam within the French
union. Bao Dal bacame chief of the state of Vietnam, Dissident nationalists
rofused to unite behind him, charging that the French did not offer ccmplete

‘indepondsnce. Ho Chi Minh gathered his forces for an attack on the Bao Dai

govorrmoent. '

Thore are now, as a result, two goverrments in Vietnam, both claiming
to be the goverrment of the entire. country. During this period, Ho Chi Minh
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* purged his government of moderates and showed his intention to have a
communist take-over in all Vietnam. In early 1950, after North Vietnam
began to receive assistance from Communist China, offensive action was
initiated against the French Union forces, which were defeated in a
mmber of strategic locations. 1In 1951, the advances of the communist
foroes in Vietnam were temporarily halted with the aid of American equip~

. ment.

In 1952, the Viet Minh started a new offensive in several areas,
Vigorous counterattack: brought no decisive results and a military
stalemate followed; whure tanks could go, the French Union forces held,
but in the mountains and the mud of the rice paddies, the Viet Minh
consolidated its control. Steps were taken to bring a negotiated end
to the Indochina War, 1In April, 1954, representatives of the United
States, France, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, Cemmunist .China,
Laos, Cambodia, the State af Vietnam, and the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam met at Geneva, Two days after the opening of the conference,

a Franco-Vietnamese statement declaring Vietnam to be fully independent
was made public, but communist troops still fought on.

In May, the supposedly strongly fortified position the Frenca had
established near the small mountain village of Dien Bien Phu fell after
an unexpectedly heavy attack from Viet Minh forces, A military t.uce
agreed to on 21 July 1954, partitionsd the country near the 17th Parallel
and provided for the evacuation of French forces from the north and Viet
Minh forces from the South. France then proceeded to complete the transfer
of its military and administrative control to the State of Vietnam with
its capital in Saigon. Ho Chi Minh switched the capital of his cormunist
govermment to Hanoi, but despite the Geneva agreement left a sizable Viet
Minh underground in the south. ‘

Ngo Dinh Diem, who was serving as Bao Dai's Prime Minister after
the CGeneva scttlement, replaced Bao Dai as President in 1955 and esiib-
lished the Republic of Vietnam. 'Ngo Dinh Diem served as President until
November 1963, whean his regime was overthrown by a military couy. This
. litary coup was the beginning of a long series of goverrmental changes

in South Vietnam,

PROVINCES AMD DISTRICTS

Vietnam has 4O provinces and four cities with provinecial statuse

- Salgon, Huo, Dalat, and Da Nang, Within the provinces are districts

-made, up of several cantons which, in turn, are each composed of several

. villages, called "lang." The villages are made up of hamlets which may

be from a hundred, yards to several miles apart. To at least eight out

. of every 10 Vietnamese, ™he Goverment" is the administrative group
that runs his village. - '

An old Vietnamese pro%erb states that ",,.the power of the Emperor
cames only to the bamboo hedge of the village." This is indicative of
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the traditionsl dislike of interforence frem higher authority in village
affairs, Villaze govornment is edministered by a Council of Motablos
¥who clect thelr president, the Huong Chu, to act es village representativa,

THE VIETNAMESE PROPLE

The Vietnamsse are small and well proportioned people, with dark,
almond-shaped eyes and black hair., The slendsr, small-bonzd wemen move
gracefully in their national dress of long trousers under a long slesved
" tunic slit from hem to waist,

: Most non-laboring Vietnamese men wear Western clothing on the street,

but you will soe an occaslonzl Chinese in traditional Mandarin dress.
Worikmon and peasants drass in loose black trousers and short black or
vhite Jackets. Often a black turban tops the male costume.

You will find many arezs of co—=on interest with the Vietnamwese
but thore are also many differcnces bstween their culturs and custcems
and our own. Scms of these differences are amall things, like the way
& Vigtnomose seems to be waving goodbys when he is actually bsckoning you
to ccme toward him. A _ , .

More imporient differsnces are attitudes towards oldor pecple,
ramual labor, display of emotions, and time. For instance the average
Victnareso is less compulsive about timo than the everage American and
rezards punctuslity with less paverencs, “

The Vietnszmese are justifiably proud of thair culturs and national
identity but thelr primary social out-look revolves around their femily
and village. These cleim first allegiance, Memsers of a fomily, for
instance, have an absolute obligation-tobe violated only at the risk
of sorious dishonor-to care for their relatives and to prévent any of
them from being in want. Even after a girl marries, her love ard respect
for her parents traditionally continue to overshadow her love and respect
for her husband,

]
UNUSUAL CUSTOMS

The Vietnamese have always felt that a deep division exists between
memual end "ntellectual® labor. Traditional Vietnamese who have achieved
positions with the goverrmant as a result of long and patient study, or
who have beccme doctors, teachers, and so on, avoid using their hands for
taskq_thay feel they have graduated bayord,

If you want to ask a favor, you should remzmber that hinting and
indiresction are preferable to making an outright request. Also avoid
launching tco quickly into a naw topic or disagreeing too wvehemently.
Exercise moderation in your conversation.
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The Vicinamese regerd men and women who walk arm-in-arm as vulgar.
But you mey occasionally see two boys or men walking down the street

- hand-in-hand. This is an ordinary mark of friendship ccrmon to many

Asian and other countries.
MINORITIES

About 85 per cent of the approximately 30 million people of Vietnam
belong to the native ethnic group which has lived in the area for over

- 1,000 years., The other 15 psr cent compose minority groups which indicate

a considerable range in national typss. The largest of the minority bodies

~ are the highlahd dwelling groups collectively called 'Montagnards," or

mountain folk, About 500,000 to 700,000 Montagnards live in the south;
between ons and two million in the north. They have thelr own way of life
and regard lowland people with suspicion. As a corisequence, they have '
developed a distinct cultural pattern which has been quite different frem
that of the rest of Vietnam,

The chief economi¢ activity of the Montagnards is a soil depleting
form of farming. They clear a piece of land by burning it, cultivate it
until the soil is exhausted in a few seasons, then move on to another
burned over'clearinz. This scmewhat nomadic way of life clashes sharply
with that of the more settled Vietnamese, so much so that there is 1little
contact betwesn the Vietnzmese majority and Montagnard minority. The
French recognized this difference when they controlled Indochina. They
helped perpstuate this sense of apartness by governing the Montagnards
under a separate administration. Efforts have been made to integrate
the life of the Montagnards with that of the rest of the nation in South
Vietnem so that they might ba better protected a/ainst the Viet Cong.
The problem of intezration is further complicated by the fact that few
tribes can understand another tribe's language. However, thousands of
their own accord have moved to the lowlands for better protection.

The Khmers and Chams are lowlend minorities. Like the Montagnards,

- they have been in the region for centuries. The Vietnamese regard them

@3 less advanced than themselves.

The approximately 400,000 Khmers are of the same stock as the deminant

population of Cembodia and remain distinctively Cambodian in language and

culturs.

The 35,00Q Chams live in poor villages of straw huts on low pilings
surrounded by palisades.

Both groups belong to ancient Southeast Asiatic eultural groups
which have failed to keep progress with the other ethnic groups of Viet-

nam, . =

Of the foreign minorities in Vietnam, the Chinese have long been the
largest, They entered Vistnam many hundreds of years ago and through the
years played an increasingly important role in the economic life of Indo-.
china before, during, ahd after the French era of control.
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After the Japanese invasion of China in 1937, a heavy influx of
Chinose occurred; ths immigration is estimated to have reached as high
as L00,000. A 19¢0 estimate of the Chinese population of South Vieinam
(very uncertain becauss of considerable illegal immigration) puts the
figure at ons million,

As rice broksrs, money lenders, and retail dealers, Chinese were
said to control scme 90 per cent of all retail trade in urban centers.
In 1956, South Vietnzm granted citizenship to all Chiness born in the
country, outlawed the corduct of certaln businesses by foreigners, and
forbade them to practicz certain professions. Chinese married to Viet=

' namese women were allowed to continue to operate their businesses in
their wives's names. Many Chinese institutions were brought under
goverrment control, and a number of Chinese left the country rather than
accept Vietnamese citizenship. By 1962, it was thought that only 2,000
Chinese in South Vietnam had not beccme citizens.

Other ethnic minorities in Vietnam are the Eurasians, and various

foreign commnitles, including the French and other Europeans, Americans,
Indians; and Pakistanis,

Many French nationals are of Vietnamese and Vietnamess European
ancestry. Among this group are scme French businesemen who had left
the area in 1954 and later returned, along with commercial representatives
from Japan, Germany, and the United States. B

Most of the EZurasians in Vietnam have French fathers and Vietnamese
mothers, and spsak French as their first language and Vietnamese as their
second. Lsaning to the Western side of their evltural irheritance, they

have tended to seek Furopean or Rurasian, rather than Vietnamese marriage
partners. '

The small number of Indians and Pakistanis are known mainly as
shop-keepers and money lenders in Saigon.

RELIGION

Instead of saying that one religion is right and all others wrong,
the Vietnamese are more apt to take the position that one is right and
another is not wrong either. For instance a man who makes offerings
in a Buddhist temple probably also pays reverence to the ancestral altar
in his own home in keeping with the teachings of Confucius. You may

even: find Christ, Confucius, Hohammed, and Buddha all honored in the
 same temple, _ .

agé of the Vietnamese ars Buddhists and another per cent something else,
‘The percentages may be made up of individuals who are both Buddhists and St
something else. Nevertheless, religion has been a significant factor in R R
the Vietnam way of life throughout history.

Consequently, it is not too meaningful to say that & certadn percent- *%ffé :
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To goet along in Vietnam you must have scme understanding of these
traditional baliefs., If, for instance, you did not know that the parts
of ths human bedy are believed to possess varylng dsgrees of worthiness,
starting with ths head, you would not see why patting a child on the
head might bs considered a gross insult. Or vhy it would be insulting Ve
for you to sit with your legs crossed and pointed toward scme individual,
Either of these actions could cause you to be regarded in a poor light
by Vietnsmese who follow ths traditional ways.

Confucianien

Confuclaniem establishes a code of relations between people; for
example, the relation botween soversign and subject, father and son,
wife and husband, younger and oldsr people, friend to friend. Teaching
that disorders in a group spring from improper conduct on the part of
individual meabers, achievemsnt of harmony is held to be the first duty
of every Confucianisi, '

¥hen he dies, the Confucianist is revered as an ancestor who is
Joined forever to natura., His children honor and preserve his memory
in solemn ancestor rites. At the family shrin) containing the ancestral
tablets, the head of each family respsctfully reports to his ancestors s
all Important family events and seeks their advice. : b io

Buddhiem

Buddhism goes hand-in-hand in many Vietnamese homes with Confucianien.
The religion of Buddhiem was first taught in Iniia scme 26 centuries ago , S Bl
by Prince Goutema, also known as the Gautama Bucdha., In Buddhisn the RS
individual finds a larger meaning to life by establishing identity with L
etornity-past, present, futurs-through cycles of roincarnation. In the
hope of eventu2l "nirvena," that is, onencss with the universe, he finds
confolation in times of bereavement and special joy in timos of weddings
and births.

The "Greator Vehicle" form has more followers than the '"Lesser
Vehicle" in Vietnzm. This branch regards the Cautema Puddha as only one
of many BEuddhas (Enlighteonsd Ones) who ere manifestations of the fund~
amentel divins power of the universe. They believs that, theoretically,
any parson nay become a Buddha, though those who attain Buddhszhood are
rare..

Mlesser Vehicle! bslievers follow the teachings of Gautama and
regard him as the only Buddha.

Teolen

Taolem; 1iks Confueianism and Buddhiem, .came to Vietnam from China
centuries ago, Like Buddhiam, its philosophy focuses on the idea of
man's oneness with the universe. In modern Vietnam, Taoist priests are
regarded as skilled megicians, adept at controlling the spirit world
through intercession with Taoist geds. The priesthood is a fzmily calling
taught by father to son.
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Christianity

Christianity roached Vietnam in the 16th and 17th centurles, mainly
through ths cfforts of Roman Catholic Spanish and Portuguese missionaries
and latér Fronch missionaries. Today, approximately 10 per cent of the
population of the Ropublic of Vietnam are Catholics. This is the highest

proportion of Catholics in any Asian eountry exeept the Fhilippines,

Americen Protestant missions have been in Vietnan since.Vorld War I.
At first their activities were mainly limited to the mountain tribes of
the high plateaus. With the gradual rise of American assistance and
influence, there has been an increase in Protestant activity in the low-
lands. Today, Baptist, Mennonite, Christian and Missionary Alliance, and
Seventh Day Adventist missions exist in several cities.

New Reliegiong

In addition to the religions and philésophies brought to Vietnam
from other countries, new ones were developed. Chief among these are
-the Cao Dal and the Hoa Hao. : '

The philosophy and practices of Cao Dal are examples of religious
and ethnical borrowing--organization and some ritual from Catholicien,
reincarnation and not eating meat from Buddhism, man's obligations to
society and veneration of ancestors from Confucianism despising honor
and riches from Taoisn.

Cao Dai morality is based on the duties of man toward himself, his
femily, society, and humanity. Its philosophy oreaches the attairment of
pure spivituality without seeking honor and rici.es.

At one time Cao Dal claimed a following of three million. Now the
religion is much less widely practiced, but you may still see Ceo Dai
temples throughout Vietnam.

Hoa Hao is an offshoot of Buddhism that came into being in An Glang
province in southwest Vietnam in 1939. Its founder wes a young man
named Huyrh Phu So, and he gave the new religion the name of his village
of birth. He became femous as a teacher and miracle healer, preaching
that temples, rituals, and priests were not necessary to the worship of .
God. This greatly sppealed to the poor people and peasants. Scme 20
years after its founding, Hoa Hao had a million and a hall or more
folldwers, though Viet Minh Communists murdered the founder in 1947 and
no leader of comparable stature appeared to take his place.

CONCLUSION

To better understand the people of Soutnh Vietnam who we are assisting
in their fight for freedom it is necessary and important that we learn as
mich as possible about the people of Vietnam, their social habits, customs,
and the country itself. ' :
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" THZ VIET CONG

Tha Vict Corz i3 wall trainsd, organized and equippcd for-his nioe
sion, H> exploys ths tactic of ths guerrllla bocauss thoy puit his naana,
VC forcos scastiras lask uniforna, tut in most casos their ¥cipoens arg
modern and effzctive, If ha is prerared to fight, or has gecd rzasen, hs
will stay and fight, tut frequantly, when hit hard, hs will diebard inte
a1l groups and rialt axiy Into tho funglsas. On ecceasien he travels with
‘bis faaily end is not abovs using weaan ard children to cover his withe

~drawal, leaving thzn to fend for thensslves. Ha dizs in wall and upos
conccaled tunnals and tunkers ctensivoly. Hs movos mostly at night a
"Profers to fight urdar cover of darkness. Normally he will not attack un-
less he has graat rumerdesl cupariordty. The VO is emart but far frea
unboatabls - - ¢ven on hip om greurd,

The Viot Cong military organization is an integral part of the a g
ratus vhieh esntrols all 8spacts of V0 aotivity throughsut RV, meh o
politdeal hzadquarisrs at hanlet, villazo, distrist ard prevines lovels
incIndes a rdlitary ccuponent which oxercisss sams control over tha Vigt
Conz nildtory units asoignad to dts erca of Jurisdiction. Ths orzaniza-
tionsl techniqus cubordinatss tha nilitary to tha political ang preaotos

unity of offort. ¥VC organization is patterncd after that used in North
Viotn:‘.::. '

Hilitary units are dividsd into thrse gereral catogories: ccatat,
cccbat support and nilitin, Tho cc2bat unito consist of threa distiret !
typos of nilitary forcos:  Norih Viotranosse Arcy (NVA) (flowth Vietnanose
Ariy units in?iltrated into Vietnan), VC rain forces and Ve local ferces,

: (1) During 1955 a nuaber of MVA tnits vero infiltrated into RVN
and aro prosontly integrated into tha VG military structuro. Ths units
¥are countored froquently during tho labter half of 1565. Beainz rczular
Aroy units, thoy rovealed a greater tendency to stay and fight than the
local VC forcas have in tha Fast. They are botter armzd, equippsd and

guppliod than othor units bccauso of their more diroct tios with North
Viotnm. 1]

(2) VC rain forcss are those units dircetly cubordinate to ths
VC mildtary reogions of RVY, They ray bo found ag rcginontal, tattalien,
soparate eeapary and plateon 8ise units. Thoy aro bottor trained and
€quippsd tran YC loeal forceas., Their leadarship consisty of exporioneced
and dedicatcd Co—unist porsonnal with long exparience in guerilla var-
foro, . : '

’

L prpep—

(3) Vd local forces are organized in units up to battalion sizo
and aro norally cubordiniatg to an irdivienal VC provincas or distrist,
. Their oporatlonal area is usually defined bty territerial becundaries,
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~ VC ccobat support forces form a category which has bsen derised by
the RV pilitary authorities to repressnt VC headquartors porsorasl ard
special ceabat suppert units such as ccrmunications, enzinser, reconnaip-
sance and focd preduction olcuzants which are not assigned to a particular
VC combat unit.,

VC militia are subdividsd into three ﬁypes of.irreguIAr forces:
guerrdlls, self-defense, and sceret~dofense.

(1) The most inmportant militia forces are the full tima local
guerrilla units. They ars ussd to harass friendly units, conduct aassagzi-~

‘mations and other-acts of terrorisa end gabotaga, However, they do par-

ticipate in actions in cenjunction with local or main forces when the latter
operate within their areas. They are used as guides, porters and rear
guard riflcnen. in this supporting role.:

(2) VC solf-dofenso and sceret self-dafenss forces are part tine
irrogulars primarily responsible for locel security and for providing
early warning of approaching enczy forees. Such deferse forces rarely
excecd gquad sizs. The solf-dofense units are norally found in YC con-
trolled areas whils the sceret solf-dsfense units are found in contested
or RVN controlled arezs, ‘ :

NVA units operating in South Vietnam set the pattern for the orrani-
gationsl structure of tho VC main force regiment, A typical regiment has
tvo to four rifls battalions and ons artillery or heavy wecapons battalion,
Separatc main and local force battalions are sinilar ard have thros or
four riflo companies and a heavy weapons ccapary. The main foreces usually
have tho novor model: exall arms and heavier cal bor ercw served wcapons.,
VC ccapanios have three rifls plstcons ard a wespons platcon. The rifle
platoons have throz rifle equads. VC units vary considarably in strength
and equiraont. The regzular units are ugwally encountered in plateon or
gquad strength but arc quite flexidble in organization.

VC operations aro usually planned in dctail and based on caroful
recornaiscance., Faphasis is placed on sp2ed, sscurity, surpriss and de-
ceptlon. The VC usually attack when they fesl the odds are greatly in
their favor or the tactical situation is most advantageous. A certain
lack of floxibility is nciiceable in scms VC operations. Once a plan kg
been rads thoy seem reluctant to depart frem it. They shew great caution
in deternining in detail tho slze, digposition and diresction of movemznt
of thair opronsnt. Tho VC use the ambush as on3 of their rmost effective
offcnsive weapons. The normal practice is to anbuch along rocads, trails,
danding zonos and gtreams, Attacks on outposts or citles are used ap
bait to lurc redetion forces into propared anmbush apeas. Thalr anbiishas
are usually short, violent actions follewed by & rapid withdrawal,




Other VC offensive tactics ars raids, harassing operations and in-
filtration, Rsids are conducted by units from squad to rezirental size,
Harassing operatiens includo sniper fire, mortar and recoilless rifle
attacks, and other mothods. Infiltratien 1s 2 tactie at whiceh ths Ve
are oxporis. Particularly important is their habit of infiltrating
friendly positions during periods of reduced visibility and adverss wea-

- ther. Object of infiltration are sabotage, assassination, deroralization

of ensmy trcors and collection of intelligence. Agents disguised 2s

‘clvilians are also infiltrated.

: VC defensive tactics are centered around ways and means of escaping
from enemy action, They utilize ambushes, almost limitless hiding places
to include tunnels, spider holes, and other underground r2ans, They pre-
pare extensive defensive positions throughout their operational area,
Their positions arz chziacterized by defense in depth, mitual supgort,
overnead cover and naximim use of cover and concealrent,

Booby traps are favorite weapons of the Viet Cong. Grenades, spike
traps, poison arrows, and other m2ans are used to harass, slow dovm, con-
fuse and kill their enznies. Grenades are ccmmonly used as booby traps
as they are readily adapteble, Artillery and mortar shells are often
rigged for detonation as booby traps, Spiked foot ard man traps, crude
but effective trip wire devices, and explosive pens and cigarette lighters
are also employed, Their imagination in the use of booby traps is unlimited,

Antipersonnel and artivehicular mines are used extensively in VC ope-
rations, They are often of erude hone-made varisties, Others are similapy
to those in the vu,s. inventory. Some are contact detonated and others ars
detonated on conmand frem a distanca, AP mines are used to defend ertrances
to VC underground hiding places and along trails. AT mines are used on roads
and trails,

The present VC weapons inventory consists of a mixed grouping of Franch,
U.Se and Bloe individual and crew served weapons, local marmfacture of
crude weapons has decreased, Many main force units are in possession of
CHICOM 7.621 small x5, Captured US carbines, Ml rifles, and BAR!s are
still found among VC units, Pistols ars usually reserved for political ani
militayy cadre, The VC have a wide feriety of machins guns, Cerman, Soviel,
and OHICOM 7.62m 1ight and heavy machine guns ars the most common types tut
some units are ¢guippcd with .50 caliber heavy machine guns for uss against
personnsl; vehicles and aircraft. They also employ recoilless rifles and
mortars in heavy weapons support units, 57 and 75zm recoilless rifles ara
avallable to the VC as well 2s rocket launchers, 60, 81 and 82m mortars,

The VC ié an elusive and determined foé.' He is well organized along

political and military lines and employs his tactics well, He is an expart

in many fields and is a rrthless fighter. He is not, harever, an invincible
foe., He can and will be defeated,




~ tions from the various ministries in Saigon normally go directly to the

Coelg e
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WINNING AMD MAINTAINING CIVILIAN SUPFORT

The Ropublic of Vietnaa (RVM) has bsen harassed by Communist-insti-
gated gucrrilla warforo sines it first obtainz:d indepandence frem France.
In ordar to ozt this thiroat the government has cormltted & major portion

.0f its-human end material resources to defeating the Viet Cong. At the sarms

time, it has sttempted to provide its.rural people with the economic and
social bonafits of development. Free World military end economic asaistance

progrars are designad to suprort the efforts of the Vietnamsse government
and people toward both thesa objectives.

Political power in ths Coverrment (GVN) is concentrated at the national
level; most important dacisions end major prozrams originate and are directed
from Saigon. The Primo Hinistor is the rzal head of the government and is
assisted in the developusnt of policies by tho heads of the various minis-
tries. These policles, decisions, and programs are then passed to the lower
echelons of the government — corps, division; province, district, village
and haalet — for ekxecution, ‘

The first command leval of government below Saigon is the corps - each
of the four corps commanders acts as the governmsnt representative in his
Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ). Not all instructions orginating at the national
level pass through the corps headquarters. Routine administrative instrue-

province chief, bypassing the corps and division headquarters which are pri-
merily concerned with tactical operations. Thers are 43 provinces in the
country. Below the province, the next subdivision of government is district,
which is similar to our county.. Districts are divided into villages, with
an avercgo of 8 - 12 per district., Villages nomally consist of L4 - 6 ham-
lets, Historicelly, the village has been the most important organization
for local governmsnt, and even today, it retains many essentisal legal and
tax collecting functions, ‘

Winning and maintaining the friendship and cooperation of the Vietnamese
civilians living within the oparational area is an essential step in reducing
the effectiveness of the local Viet Cong guerrilla — théy can not operate
effectively without civilian support. A major aspect of our military presence
that contributes toward good ecivil-military relations is the soldiers positive
attitude in his dealings with local civilians,

The Viet Cong attempt to separate our soldiers from the local civilians Z////
by showing that we are cruel, unthinking, and not concerned with the welfare
of the,local people. The VC can be defeated in these efforts by the strength
and generosity we show in our daily life. The "Nine Rules" for the military
man in Vietnam provide the guids for doing this. They are:

1. Remember we are guests here: We make no demands and seek no &

special treatment,
. . < § ) V
2, Join with the people: Understand their life, use phrases from
their language and honor their customs and laws,
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' 3.' Treat women with politensss and respect.
4. Make friends among the soldiers and comaon people, .

5¢ Always give the Vietnamsse the right of way,

6. Be alert to sscurity and ready to react with your military
skill, '

7. Do not attract attention by loud, rude or umsual behavior,

8. Avoid separating ourselves from the people by a display of
wealth or privilege.

9. Above all else, we are mambers of the US military forces on a
difficult mission, responsibile for all our official and personal actlon.
Reflect honor upon oursslves and the United States of Amoerica,




